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ur lead story features a report on UPF’s cooperation
with the African Union in the Africa Day celebration of the 50th anniversary of the formation of the
Organization of African Unity and the African Union, a
program honored by the presence of UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon. Another anniversary is also reported on, the
10th Anniversary of the “Jerusalem Declaration,” which was
a major breakthrough in UPF’s Middle East Peace Initiative
launched in 2003.
Over the past ten years, UPF has remained committed Dr. Thomas G. Walsh
to ongoing peacebuilding efforts in the region, centered on President, UPF
interfaith cooperation. Through dialogue and mutual respect,
Jews, Christians, Muslims, and Druze can form an interfaith alliance for peace that
can make lasting change a possibility.
Consistent with our commitment to strengthening marriage and family as a
cornerstone of a healthy, stable, and prosperous society, UPF convened programs in
honor of the United Nations’ Global Day of Parents, established by a resolution in
September 2012 to honor and respect the central role of parents in raising children
to be happy, well-educated people of good character who can help build a better
tomorrow for all the world’s people. We also feature reports on UPF’s worldwide chapters’ celebrations of the International Day of Families.
The Religious Youth Service has been a central component of UPF’s portfolio
of peace programs, with a focus on bringing together youth from diverse national,
religious, racial, and ethnic backgrounds to learn from one another and engage in
service projects. RYS projects were convened recently in Nepal, Russia, Tajikistan, and
Washington DC, USA.
This issue also lists recent Peace and Security forums that have been convened
in Jerusalem, Tokyo, and Washington DC in an effort to raise awareness about the
complex geopolitical realities and obstacles that stand as obstructions, though not
insurmountable obstructions to peace.
Finally, UPF would have little global impact were it not for the good work being
done at the grass roots level through our national chapters. Always working with
limited resources and relying on volunteer support, these national chapters continue to
make significant breakthroughs for peace in their nations and communities.
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Celebrating Africa Day in New York,
left to right: Madam Tihib Marie Claire
Kogda-Somda, President of the United
Nations African Ambassadors Spouses
Group, and wife of the Ambassador of
Burkina Faso to the United Nations; Mr.
Taj Ibrahim Hamad, Secretary General,
Universal Peace Federation; Mr. Ban
Ki-moon, Secretary-General, United
Nations; H.E. Tekeda Alemu, Ambassador
and Permanent Representative of
Ethiopia to the United Nations; and H.E.
Téte António, Permanent Observer of
the Mission of the African Union to the
United Nations
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Celebrating the African
Renaissance
By UPF International

Africa Day 2013 marked the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Organization of African
Unity, which gave way for the establishment of the African Union. This year, the African Union
held their 21st African Union Summit in Addis Ababa on May 25 to mark the occasion. The theme
for Africa Day 2013 was “Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance.”

United States
A50th Anniversary Gala Celebration for Africa Day was
held in New York City on June 26, co-sponsored by the
African Group and the African Union in partnership
with the Universal Peace Federation and the United
Nations African Ambassadors Spouses Group.
The celebration of Africa Day provides the opportunity to remember the great historical achievements
of the founding fathers of the continental organization. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon graced the
gala celebration and addressed more than 500 distinguished guests, comprising UN Ambassadors and
dignitaries, African Union officials, and other highlevel officials of the diaspora. The Secretary-General
commended African countries for their continuous
progress over the past 50 years while stressing that
many challenges remain in the continent and accelerated action is needed to tackle them.
The program began with a video presentation
about the African Union since its historical beginnings. Representative of the Chair of the African

Union, H.E. Ambassador Tekeda “Our greatest resource
Alemu, Permanent Representative
of Ethiopia to the United Nations, is our people, especially
recounted important events in the our young population,
African Union’s history, and the
importance of infusing constructive whose energy, creativity,
energy to accelerate a forward-looking and courage must drive
agenda in the 21st century.
H.E. Ambassador Téte António, Africa’s renaissance.”
Permanent Observer of the Mission
H.E. Nkosozana Dlamini Zuma,
of the African Union to the United
Chairperson of the African
Nations, delivered the message
Union Commission
of H.E. Dr. Nkosazana Kiamini
Zuma, Chairperson of the African
Union Commission, giving tribute
to African heroes and founders who
sacrificed for the vision of a united,
integrated, and prosperous Africa.
He quoted former President of Ghana H.E. Kwame
Nkrumah stating that: “Africa, united, will emerge
not as just another world bloc to flaunt its wealth
and strength, but as a Great Power whose greatness
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H.E. Tekeda Alemu,
Ambassador
and Permanent
Representative of
Ethiopia to the United
Nations

UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki‑moon

A

fricans are writing a new narrative in
their history. A more stable and prosperous Africa is on the horizon, but to get
there we still need to resolve the underlying causes of conflict. I know that Africans
are determined to strengthen democracy,
protect human rights, fight corruption, and
enhance governance.
The United Nations will continue to
work with you to ensure the equitable distribution of resources, increase agricultural
productivity, and tap the talents of Africa’s
people, especially women and youth. I am
also committed to accelerating our work
towards the Millennium Development Goals
and making sure that Africa’s priorities and
concerns are reflected in the post-2015
development agenda.
Fifty years ago, the founders of the
Organization of African Unity showed great
resolve and collective purpose in leading the
world against colonialism and apartheid.
One of the leaders of that movement —
one of the giants of the 20th century — is
now in a hospital, in critical condition. I know
our thoughts and prayers are with Nelson
Mandela, his family and loved ones, all
South Africans, and people across the world
who have been inspired by his remarkable
life and example.
Let us all show similar conviction and
sense of purpose today in working to improve
well-being and opportunity for all Africans.
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H.E. Téte António,
Permanent Observer
of the Mission of the
African Union to the
United Nations

Mr. Taj Ibrahim Hamad,
Secretary General,
Universal Peace
Federation

is indestructible because it is built not on fear, envy
and suspicion, nor won at the expense of others, but
founded on hope, trust, friendship and directed to the
good of all mankind.”
In his remarks, Mr. Taj Hamad, Secretary General
of UPF, stressed the education of heart, strengthening
of marriage and family, and interfaith dialogue and
cooperation. He said that an outburst of “intellectual
and artistic creativity” as well as a spiritual awakening
are “both necessary and equal parts of an African
Renaissance.”
Madam Tihib Marie Claire Kogda-Somda,
President of the United Nations African Ambassadors Spouses Group, and wife of the Ambassador of
Burkina Faso to the United Nations, paid tribute to
the pioneers of the Organization of African Unity,
who laid the foundation for liberation and unity, and
called on African leaders to work together to make the
continent of Africa a “haven of peace” and an “island of
prosperity.” The spouses group sponsored the evening’s
African culinary buffet of more than 60 exquisite
dishes, representing the various regions of Africa.
After a cake-cutting ceremony with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, there were dynamic
cultural performances from the regions of Africa:
Adjaratou Tapani Demba, a Mali traditional singer
representing the Western Region; Anna Mwalagho,
the “Queen” of spoken Afro beat from Kenya, representing the Eastern Region; the Jomion Group, a
Beninese musical group from the Western Region;
Kaissa, with a vocal presentation from Cameroon,
representing the Central Region; Khadidja Guenil
from Algeria, singing Andalus music, representing the
Northern Region; and the Mbazi brothers’ band from
Angola, representing the Southern Region of Africa.
The evening had all elements of solemnity
and historical importance as well as an exceptional
banquet of sumptuous dishes, vibrant entertainment,
and a night filled with enthusiastic dancing to energetic African music.

United Kingdom
Madam Tihib Marie
Claire Kogda-Somda,
President of the
United Nations African
Ambassadors Spouses
Group, and wife of the
Ambassador of Burkina
Faso to the United
Nations

Baroness Howells of St. Davids opened the June 4
Africa Day program at the House of Lords in London
by stating that she is passionate about Africa. She
explained that she is a descendant of slaves who were
taken from Africa to the Caribbean. She stated that
soon it will be Africa’s turn to shine, and she is looking
forward to that time.
The event was also graced by a visiting Nigerian
UPF delegation that included two members of the
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Africa Day program in the UK House of Lords

Governor of Bauchi State Executive: the Commissioner of the Ministry of Religious Affairs and
Community Relations, from the Muslim faith, Hon.
Salisu Ahmed Bara u, and a Christian member of
the Commission, Rev. Kennedy Masau Kakto. The
Governor of Bauchi State has emphasized the significance of interfaith relations in order to establish
peaceful relations between different communities.
Hon. Bara u stated: “I, a Muslim brought up
under a strict Islamic discipline, had the opportunity
not just to preach peace and not just to be a government official but also to practice peace. My colleague
here, Rev. Kakto, who is a Christian pastor, has a very
strong team and support from the governor of Bauchi
State to ensure that all the things said about the north
of Nigeria being in crisis, etc., are halted immediately.
We got the impetus to do that through UPF.”
“We are going back to hold a workshop for the
Muslims and the Christians to discuss about peace,”
Rev. Kakto stated. “We are trying to make peace
among the people.”
The commitment of the two religious leaders to
interfaith cooperation and learning best practices that
can assist them to improve peace in their state was
very impressive.

Australia
Africa Day celebrations are a permanent part
of the social calendar of Melbourne, Australia. The
2013 festivities, which UPF-Australia co-sponsored,
included a forum, cultural programs, sports competition, and a concluding banquet.
The Australian-African Dialogue lecture was
given by the Hon. Kevin Rudd, former Prime
Minister of Australia. “Part of the mission of this
dialogue is to convey this basic economic message to

Hon. Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of Australia (center), with
the co-chairs of Africa Day events in Melbourne

Australia’s businesses,” he said. “African governments
have progressively achieved improved governance
standards over the past decade. In geopolitical terms,
African countries have increasing influence on international organizations. In resources terms, Africa has
vast reserves. In trading terms, the African population represents a huge potential market; and in
agricultural terms, Africa’s underutilized arable lands
represent great opportunities to feed the world.”
A month after his May 21 lecture, Mr. Rudd
returned to office as Prime Minister.

Russia
Students from Cameroon,
Ghana, Nigeria, and the US
organized a program about
African culture in Novosibirsk,
Siberia on May 25, concluding
with a cooking demonstration
and opportunities to sample
a typical African meal. One
participant said afterwards,
“It turned out that we knew
very little about Africa and
sometimes were biased against
Africans. We need to study the
cultures of different peoples,
feel them deeply, and try to Making new friends during Africa Day in
Siberia
understand them.”
In St. Petersburg, students
drew pictures as gifts for children in Africa, and families collected school supplies to send along with the
drawings. A participant from Mali in a June 19 round
table discussion at the Urban Sculpture Museum
promised to deliver the drawings and school supplies
to students in Mali.
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MEPI Interfaith Efforts Lauded
By Doug Burton, MEPI News Team

I

sraeli rabbis, civic leaders, and
leaders of the Christian, Jewish,
and Druze communities gave
high praise to the UPF’s Middle East
Peace Initiative (MEPI) efforts at a
conference in Jerusalem on May 17.
Former Knesset Member Ran
Cohen told the gathering: “I am very
surprised to see all of you here in
Jerusalem. It has very special significance for me. Compared to all of the
government’s efforts to bring peace,
UPF is making more progress than
any government agency. Our conflict
“My hope is that is not only between nations, not only
the efforts we have between religions. The only way to
invested during the make peace in this age is through
UPF. It means coming to Jerusalem
last ten years can with peace in our hearts, peace in our
bear fruit.” minds.”
In an interview later that day with
Dr. Chang Shik Yang, journalists, Mr. Cohen explained: “All
Vice‑Chair, UPF
governments are making an effort to
International
make peace between politicians, but
politics is not with love or friendship, making believers and lovers of
each other. The fact that UPF is making all these
person-to-person efforts–Jews with Muslims, Jews
with Christians, Christians with Muslims, Christians
with Buddhists, and so on, despite the fact that we
are all different–it makes all of these people equal and
puts them on the same level. So when they come to
Jerusalem–Jews, Arabs, Christians–they become one
entity, and this is the very effective part of UPF to
help the peace process in the Middle East.”
Dr. Eliezer Glaubach, former Jerusalem City
council member and a participant of many MEPI
gatherings, gave the following reflection on the legacy
of MEPI:
“I am really excited, fellow brothers and sisters.
The UPF pilgrimages to the Holy Land encompass
the salvation of the Holy Land and other conflicted
areas on so many continents. Rev. Dr. Sun Myung
6|

Moon became the prince of peace on earth. Jewish
prophets in the Old Testament period communicated
with God and were active in this Holy Land, but Dr.
Moon has implemented the effects of peace all over
the globe. That is why some of our people in Israel
believe he is working harder than our own prophets!
That is why a significant part of our nation appreciates his work. Indeed we were blessed with dozens
of pilgrimages and more than 15,000 participants–all
through the inspiration of Dr. Moon.”
Dr. Glaubach continued: “[In 2003] it was a time
of suicide bombings in Jerusalem and all over the
Holy Land. Dr. Chang Shik Yang and Dr. Michael
Jenkins were walking in front of all these marchers.
They risked their lives. We [in Jerusalem] were afraid
to walk in the streets, and suddenly we saw marches.
Current history doesn’t record this well enough, but
it was all because of UPF.”
Dr. Yang, Vice-Chair of UPF International and
a key organizer of the MEPI programs, explained to
the group that Dr. Moon had urged him in March
2003 to create an interfaith rally that would counter
the rising tensions in the region following the US
invasion of Iraq. Dr. Yang said: “He told me that if
the Iraq War had spread, it would have become a
World War III and that the center of it would have
been Jerusalem. So we began to plan a conference in
Jerusalem that year.”

Rev. Michael Jenkins, Chairman Emeritus of the American
Clergy Leadership Conference, reported on the MEPI
conference at a May 20 gathering in Amman, Jordan, on
“Intercultural Dialogue in Cooperation for Peace.”

The guiding idea, according to Dr. Yang, was that “the
biased belief that one’s religion alone is the path of salvation
can easily lead to division.” He added, “My hope is that the
efforts we have invested during the last ten years can bear fruit.”
Archbishop George Stallings, chairman of the American
Clergy Leadership Conference, explained why he had led
efforts in 2003 to de-emphasize the cross as a symbol of Jesus’
triumph and resurrection and replace it with the symbol of
the crown of victory. Alluding to the Gospel hymn “The Old
Rugged Cross,” Archbishop Stallings explained, “We realized
that the cross was, in fact, a stumbling block for our Jewish
brothers, a symbol that has been a contradiction to those who
have not accepted our faith, and we exchanged the cross for a
crown.”
One of Israel’s most respected rabbis and a signer of
the Jerusalem Declaration in 2003 told the gathering: “My
feeling about this ceremony is that it is so wonderful to hear
how Archbishop [Stallings] has repented for the actions of
those who have misused the cross. In Judaism we give a high
place to those who admit their mistakes.” The two embraced
on the stage and joined in a ceremonial mixing of waters by
representatives of many faith traditions. Participants included
Archbishop Stallings; Ms. Eliya Kranz, representing Judaism;
Imam Dawud Assad of the United States; Ven. Bessho
Keisuke, representing Buddhism; Rev. Young Shik An, chair
of UPF-Europe; Dr. Abraham Shalom Haim; and Sheik Ali
Birani, a leader of the Druze religion.
The international participants had arrived in Israel on
May 14 for a series of interfaith encounters as well as visits to
sacred and historic sites of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
Related conferences and consultations took place in Ramallah,
in the Palestinian Territories, and in Amman, Jordan.

Interfaith Forums

U

PF calls on people of faith to honor the Divine
indwelling in a way that encourages understanding, respect, and cooperation among people
of all faiths for the well-being of our communities
and peace in the world. UPF’s Jerusalem Office for
Interfaith and Cooperation among Religions, headed
by Dr. Nurit Hirschfeld, held Interfaith Forums during
2013 on the following topics:
“Good and Evil: The External and Internal
Struggle”
“A House of Prayer for All People”
“The Principle of Living for the Sake of Others”
“Models of Interfaith Respect”

An Interfaith Forum moderated by Dr. Nurit Hirschfeld

A conference in Ramallah offered opportunities to gain insights from Palestinians and build new friendships.
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Introducing the
Global Day of Parents
The June 1 Global Day of Parents, a new commemorative day established by the UN General
Assembly in 2012 with resolution A/RES/66/292, honors parents. It provides an opportunity
to appreciate all parents in all parts of the world for their selfless commitment to children and
their lifelong sacrifice towards nurturing this relationship.
New York, USA

On a beautiful spring day with blue skies over Manhattan,
UN diplomats and members of the NGO community
assembled on June 4 in a delegates dining room for the first
annual observance of the UN Global Day of Parents.
This day set aside to honor parents was a “seminal
program” and “long overdue,” according to H.E. U. Joy
Ogwu, ambassador and permanent representative of
Nigeria to the UN. Mrs. Ogwu paid tribute to H.E. Nassir
Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, who as president of the UN General
Assembly last year spearheaded the adoption of the Resolution that established this commemorative day.
“The call to honor our parents is widely valid in our
nations, cultures and civilizations,” said Mr. Al-Nasser, a
Qatari diplomat who is the UN High Representative for
the Alliance of Civilizations, in the keynote speech of the
day. “With every breath we take we can say, ‘Thank you.’
In so many ways, parents are the first peacemakers; they are
the first peacekeepers.”

“The call to honor our parents is
widely valid in our nations, cultures
and civilizations. With every breath
we take we can say, ‘Thank you.’
In so many ways, parents are the
first peacemakers; they are the first
peacekeepers.”
Amb. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, UN High
Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations

“Parents are the anchors of the family,
the cornerstone of society.”
Mrs. Lynn Walsh, Director, UPF Office of
Marriage and Family Education
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New York, USA

Values are transmitted from one generation to the next,
he said, adding: “I am grateful to my parents for making me
who I am today. I believe our experience as parents can help
us in our roles at the UN.”
The program was cosponsored by the Permanent
Missions of Burundi, Malaysia, Mali, Nigeria, Romania,
Samoa, and St. Lucia and organized by UPF.
Mrs. Ogwu referred to St. Thomas Aquinas’ statement
that members of the human race derive three things from
parents: life, nourishment, and education. She referred to
families as the foundation of the world and the scaffolding
for succeeding generations to build a more peaceful world.
Speaking as a diplomat, she called the family the
fundamental unit of politics, because what people learn
in the family spreads to the community and the broader
society. She noted the connecting function of the family
and quoted an African proverb: “A united family eats from
the same plate.”
“Parents epitomize the ideal of living for the sake of
others,” said UPF Secretary General Taj Hamad in his
Welcoming Remarks. “Parents live for their children and
desire their children to be better than themselves.”
Lynn Walsh, director of UPF’s Office of Marriage
and Family Education and co-chair of the United Nations’
NGO Committee on the Family-New York, closed by
describing UPF’s ongoing commitment to strengthening
marriage, family, and parenting.

argentina

california, usa

Washington, dc, USA

Washington, DC, USA

At a program at The Washington Times, Mrs. Rosa Rai
Djalal, wife of the ambassador of Indonesia to the US and
president of the Muslim Women’s Association in Washington, DC, said that parents teach what is right and
wrong, inculcating the morals and compassion needed for
life. They should do their best to prepare children for life.
Mrs. Caroline Andjaba, wife of the ambassador of Namibia
to the US and president of the Spouses of African Ambassadors Association in Washington, DC, said, “One key part
of the parental role is to pass on good moral values to their
children so they can make good choices and not take things
for granted but develop high self-esteem.” H.E. Gilbert
Galanxhi, ambassador of Albania to the US, said that the
constitution of Albania protects the family, recognizing the
fundamental and irreplaceable role of parents in educating
children. He described how Albanian parents invest in the
education of their children and in turn children financially
support their parents.

Throughout the US

The National Parents’ Day Coalition celebrated Parents’
Day in a variety of ways across the US during the month
of July. The Coalition held two national-level awards ceremonies — one on the East Coast in Cedar Grove, New
Jersey, and one on the West Coast in Pasadena, California.
Outstanding parents were also honored in other states,
including Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Nevada,
New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, and Washington.

Buenos Aires, Argentina

At a celebration on the theme of “To Honor Parents Is
to Honor Life,” Carlos Varga, president of the Family

azerbaijan

Federation in Argentina, highlighted the values of loyalty
and filial piety in the family and advocated balancing
private concerns with community concerns. Ezequiel
Masoni, CEO of the Parent Project Foundation, talked
about the irreplaceable role of parents in raising children.
Young people gave gifts to the parents in the audience:
badges for the mothers and pens for the fathers.

Baku, Azerbaijan

Former Azerbaijan Prime Minister Rahim Huseynov,
the chairman of the National Peace Council, was master
of ceremonies at a conference attended by 60 Ambassadors for Peace. The event, held at the Irshad Hotel,
was broadcast on the SPACE national TV channel. Mr.
Jacques Marion, coordinator of UPF peace initiatives in
Eurasia, explained the significance of Parents’ Day to the
audience, which included current and former members of
Parliament, former ministers, journalists, professors, and
attorneys. Speakers praised the tradition of showing deference to parents as well as the important role of parents in
shaping the culture of Azerbaijan.

Bridgetown, Barbados

The message of the UN Secretary-General was read by Ms.
Kimia Hamshaw. Rev. Peter Oscar Phillips spoke about the
role of parents. A discussion of the topic continued over
lunch.

Korolyovo, Belarus

More than 200 people participated in a program of stories,
songs, dancing, and games. Five families took part in the
competition, with each receiving a prize. People were very
inspired and actively took part in the various contests.
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Hong Kong, China

Tbilisi, Georgia

Brazzaville, Congo

Stuttgart, Germany

A kickoff ceremony at the Lord Grace Center for
the Elderly included performances of Chinese
opera and Japanese music as well as a speech
describing the heart of the heavenly parent and the
goal of promoting a culture of peace. Gift packages
were distributed to the elderly people. Then UPF
volunteers went to large apartment buildings that
are subdivided into many very small units on each
floor to distribute bags of rice, dried fruits, a towel,
and socks. “I was so inspired to see my eight-yearold son giving gift bags to the elderly people and
the people living in the tiny partitioned units,” said
one woman who accompanied her son.

Speakers at a celebration at the Hotel Phoenix
included Dr. Julien Francis Moufonda, vice
chairman of UPF-Congo; former Assistant
Secretary-General of the
Organization of African
Unity H.E. Pascal Gayama;
and Rev. Michel Cancel
Ndolo, secretary general of
UPF-Congo. The celebration
offered parents an opportunity to share their experiences
about the role of parents and
the parent-child relationship.
china

malaysia
belarus

georgia
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germany

A program entitled “The UN and a New Philosophy of Peace” was held at the Free University
in Tbilisi in partnership with the Club of Future
Diplomats. About 50 university students and
NGO representatives attended the presentations on human rights, interreligious dialogue and
understanding, and the family as the paradigm
of peace. A seminar on “Women’s Role in World
Peace” described the historic role that women
have played in human development. The office of
Georgia in Support of Refugees hosted a discussion about absolute values in relation to human
rights and solving moral confusion.

An interreligious forum focused on “The Role and
Significance of Parents from a Religious Point of
View.” Volker Steinlein from Christian Science said
that humans were created in the image and likeness
of God. Children trust their parents deeply and thus
can learn from their parents’ insights and experiences. Dr. Manfred Schick from the Church of
Scientology commented that the children of today
will be the civilization of tomorrow. Samir El Midani
said that when the Prophet Mohammed was asked
who of all people should be the most respected, he
answered consecutively three times “the mother”
and then “the father.” Ayşe Aktaş from the MIHR
foundation (a Sufi organization) explained that the
cornerstone of Islam
is the family, which
is holy and should
reflect God’s beauty.
In closing, an intercultural and international
family was honored
with a bouquet and
a gift.

nicaragua
moldova

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

UPF-Malaysia held a “Happy, Healthy Family
Symposium,” attended by 114 people, at the Peace
Embassy. Three exemplary married couples were
honored by their sons on the occasion.

Chisinau & Hincesti, Moldova

Under the patronage of the Ministry of Education
and UNICEF Moldova, a concert, sports, games
and other entertainment were held at Chisinau’s
ARTICO Center for Children and Youth. UPF
volunteers distributed toys to the children as well as
information about family values. A training session
on “Partnerships” at the UPF-Moldova office
brought together youth and adults, both parents
and those who are preparing for this important role.
Through role-playing, psychodrama, and focused
questions, participants engaged in deep introspection. In Hincesti, a magician entertained children
and their parents at the Blue Bird Service Center
for Children with Multiple and Severe Disabilities.

Nuwakot, Nepal

At a community celebration during a Religious Youth
Service project, exemplary families were honored.

Amsterdam, Netherlands

International families gathered at the Dialogue
Center in Amsterdam for food and conversation.

Matagalpa, Nicaragua

Former Minister of the Family Lic. Ivania Toruno
spoke on the importance of parents to about
130 students, teachers and administrators at the
Commercial Science University. UPF representative
Rev. Jorge de Oliveira spoke about the role of parents
in forming the character of future generations.

Abuja, Nigeria

A discussion of parenting and family issues at the
UPF Peace Embassy brought together 50 participants. In the keynote lecture, Rev. George M.
Ogurie, vice president of the Family Federation for
World Peace in Nigeria, said: “Being a parent is the
noblest and most unselfish position, just like God.
Having children is a life-altering experience, calling
forth moral strength to end destructive lifestyles

and become responsible role models to their
children. Parenting challenges people as nothing
else to be sacrificial,
patient, forgiving —in
short, to develop a love
that more closely resembles the love of God.”

russia

Lima, Peru

The UPF Peace Embassy
was filled with guests for
ukraine
a celebration that recognized parents for dedication to their family and
their community.

Moscow, Russia

A conference entitled “Towards the Global Day of
Parents” urged state and non-governmental sectors
to work together on educational youth projects
promoting family values and advancing the social
status of the family. Olga Vadimovna Konovalova,
Ph.D., from the Academy of Social Management
of the Moscow region, emphasized the importance
of parents in educating their children and lamented
the busy schedule of modern parents. Dr. Vladimir
Petrovsky, senior researcher at the Institute of the
Far East of the Russian Academy of Sciences, introduced a declaration in support of the Global Day
of Parents, which was adopted by representatives of
educational, public, and youth organizations.

Lome, Togo

A presentation on “True Families as the Solution
to the World’s Ills” was given by Rev. Henyon
Kokou, national leader of the Family Federation
for World Peace. He was introduced by Rev. Kagni
S. Dieudonne, secretary general of UPF-Togo.
A lieutenant-colonel in the audience expressed
appreciation for the message, hoping that it could
be given to others in the military.

Kiev, Ukraine

UPF-Ukraine promoted the Global Day of Parents
with activities on Khreshatik Street.
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Leadership conferences

A Vision for the Pacific Era
By UPF-Japan

Dr. Yong Cheon
Song, Regional
Chair, UPF-Japan

A

Rev. Eiji Tokuno,
President, UPF-Japan

Prof. Hiroo
Suzuki, Chairman,
Association of
Ambassadors for
Peace, Japan

Dr. Werner
Fasslabend, Former
Minister of Defense,
Austria

Korea, and the United States as its pivotal nations.
mbassadors for Peace and social leaders in
These three nations, which share the universal values
Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka attended a series
of freedom, democracy, and human rights, he said,
of leadership banquets on the theme of “Asia,
should take responsibility for the peace and prosthe Pacific Era, and the Peace Vision — A Proposal
perity of the Pacific Zone.
to Japan.”
Further, Dr. Song asserted that a conventional
On May 30, some 250 people, who included
national education aiming at nurturing patriots will
members of the Diet and local assemblies, ambashave limitations in this global age. “We need to invest
sadors and diplomats, as well as leaders in religion,
more to raise world-loving individuals in a good
academia, and business, attended the banquet in
familial foundation,” he said.
Tokyo’s Keio Plaza Hotel.
Concerning Asian security
Representing the Associaand peace, Dr. Werner Fasstion of Ambassadors for Peace,
the former Austrian
which was one of the event’s
“I have come to deeply understand labend,
defense minister, emphasized
organizers, Chairman Hiroo
the vital necessity of strategic
Suzuki said: “At a critical juncthe views of the UPF founders
alliances among democratic
ture for peace in Asia and the
nations in Asia, especially
world, your endeavors are highly
that living for the sake of others
between Japan and South
appreciated. The basic unit and
is the only way for Japan and
Korea. He proposed a vision
the first step for peace must be
of how Japan can actively
the family, where good people
Northeast Asia to prosper.”
contribute to world peace.
are raised in a sound familial
Another guest of honor,
environment.”
the former Japanese ambasAfter the showing of a
sador to Myanmar, Turkey, and Madagascar,
video on UPF activities in Japan and the world, the
encouraged UPF’s endeavors. He referred to the
keynote address was given by Dr. Yong Cheon Song,
UNESCO Constitution’s preamble, which says
UPF Japan’s regional chair and senior advisor to the
that since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in
Association of Ambassadors for Peace. Reviewing
the minds of men that the defenses of peace must
the rise and fall of civilizations, he predicted a fruibe constructed. “As the UPF activities are aimed
tion of the pan-Pacific civilization with Japan, South
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at deeper understanding through eradicating
prejudices and misconceptions among different
states, nations, cultures, religions and histories, I
do appreciate your objectives as such and hope
for more productive operations,” he said.
A Diet member commented, “As a politician, until now I have analyzed Japan’s past and
present on a national level and have worked
toward creating a better future in Japan. I have
come to deeply understand the views of the
UPF founders, Rev. Sun Myung Moon and Dr.
Hak Ja Han Moon, that living for the sake of
others is the only way for Japan and Northeast
Asia to prosper.”
One university professor said afterward,
“I could deeply reflect on the historic responsibility of Japan through Dr. Song’s logical and
objective view of the history of civilizations.
I particularly sympathized with the content
implying how Japan and Korea must transcend
their shortsighted national interests and work
on building up a partnership for peace in Northeast Asia and the world.”
The warm atmosphere of the Tokyo
gathering was carried to the June 1 event at
the Nagoya Kanko Hotel. The event began
with around 230 participants, including four
members of the Diet, five former Diet members,
15 members of local councils, scholars, businessmen, religious leaders, woman leaders, and
leaders of Koreans residing in Japan. Dr. Fasslabend gave a congratulatory address and Dr. Song
gave a special lecture. Participants from different
fields, including politics, economics, diplomacy,
military, and academia, exchanged viewpoints
about Japan’s role in addressing Northeast Asian
security issues as well as measures to normalize
Japan-Korea relations.
A local assembly chairman said, “I realized
the importance of Japanese society accepting
these insights as a way to transform itself into a
country loved by all humanity.”
The last event was held on June 2 in the
RIHGA Royal Hotel in Osaka. In attendance
were 225 people, including five members of
the Diet, a former Diet member, and 22 local
assemblymen, as well as scholars, businessmen,
religious leaders, woman leaders, and leaders
of Koreans residing in Japan. A woman leader
commented: “I deeply sympathized with the
statement that Japan, as an island country, is a
globally prominent country symbolizing women

New Ambassadors for Peace

Tokyo

Nagoya

Osaka
and hence must contribute to world peace and human
prosperity. I was greatly moved and inspired by the
assertion that the opportunity had come for Japan to
resolve the conflicts and divisions that male leaders could
not resolve by calling on women who can lead through
a motherly love.”
Some participants expressed regret that the events
were held only in Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka, Japan’s
three largest cities, and recommended that additional
events be organized.
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International Day of Families
“Families hold societies together, and intergenerational relationships extend this legacy over
time. This year’s International Day of Families is an occasion to celebrate connections among
all members of the constellation that makes up a family. It is also an opportunity to reflect
on how they are affected by social and economic trends – and what we can do to strengthen
families in response.”
— UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

U

PF chapters in about 40 nations organized
celebrations of the UN International Day of
Families, May 15. The theme chosen by the
UN for 2013 was “Advancing Social Integration and
Intergenerational Harmony.”

AFRICA
Banfora, Burkina Faso
The International Day of Families celebration in the
Cascades region was celebrated as part of the fourth
Families for Peace festival held under the patronage
of Minister of Social Action and Solidarity Dominique Alain Zoubga.

Pointe-Noire, Republic of Congo
Pointe-Noire Governor Alexandre Honore Paka was
the guest of honor. Rev. Annule Michel Ndolo, secretary general of UPF-Republic of Congo, read UPF’s
Statement on Families, and Ms. Mabika, a representative of the United Nations, read the message of UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. New Ambassadors
for Peace were appointed.
Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire
At a program in the Abidjan City Hall, Eugene
Ahondjo, secretary general of UPF-Cote d’Ivoire,
explained the significance of the day, introduced
UPF’s five principles of Ambassadors for Peace,
and described the central role of the family in social
integration. After
the appointment
of new Ambassadors for Peace, Hon.
Emmanuel Gbocho,
a member of Parliament and the chair of
UPF-Cote d’Ivoire,
offered congratulatory remarks.

Cote D’Ivoire

rwanda

Democratic Republic of Congo

togo
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Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo
The provincial minister of Gender and Family was the keynote
speaker at an event during which five Ambassadors for Peace were
appointed and several exemplary married couples were honored.
Kigali, Rwanda
A seminar on the family featured a video about UPF’s worldwide
activities as well as lectures on “The Benefit of Marriage,” by
Rev. George Mpamyabigwi; “The Family as a School of Love
and Peace,” by Eziechel Maniragaba; and “Conflict Resolution in
Families,” by Innocent Gihana.

brazil

Lome, Togo
Following the speech “Family as the School of Love and Peace,”
given by Rev. Henyon Kokou, national leader of the Family
Federation for World Peace, 19 new Ambassadors for Peace were
appointed.

AMERICAS
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Fourteen couples who have been married between 28 and 65
years were honored at the Peace Embassy. “We have received
many honors, but this is the most important one, because it goes
really deep in our hearts and because it has to do with values,” one
honoree said. “The basis of the success of a couple is dialogue,”
another declared.
Brasilia, Brazil
Senator Magno Malta from Espírito Santo state, president of
the Parliamentary Front for the Defense of Life and the Family,
organized a conference on “The Challenges of the Post-Modern
Society for Valuing Life and Empowering the Family” at the
Federal Senate in partnership with Congressman Henrique
Afonso from Acre state. Several religious leaders addressed
the session: Bishop Dom João Carlos Petrini from Bahia state,
president of the Episcopal Commission for the Pastoral Life and
Family of the Roman Catholic Church; Bishop Robson Rodovalho from the Brasilia federal district, president of the Evangelical
Community Sara Nossa Terra; and Pastor Egmar Tavares, president of the Evangelical Church Assembly of God for the Brasilia
federal district. Three members of Congress also spoke: Ronaldo
Fonseca, Rosinha da Adefal, and Marco Feliciano.
Bogota, Colombia
A program at the Peace Embassy was held to strengthen family
values. It concluded with an exercise called the “Workshop of
Forgiveness.”

colombia

Jamaica

peru

Quito, Ecuador
A program at the Hall of the National Union of Journalists was
addressed by a representative of UN Women and by a former
Minister of Education.
Kingston, Jamaica
Al-Haj Muhammed Islam, imam of Masjid As-Salaam, read the
UN Secretary-General’s message, and Miss Millicent Johnson,
an Ambassador for Peace and a member of the Phillippo Baptist
Church, read UPF’s Statement on Families. The 70 participants

St. Lucia
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suriname

indonesia

included some families with three generations
present. UPF-Jamaica National Director Dennis
Salmon highlighted the UN’s theme and gave a
presentation on “The Family as the School of Love.”
A stimulating discussion about the state of families in
Jamaica and ways to nurture model families followed.
Lima and Trujillo, Peru
Speakers at a forum in the national Congress,
co-sponsored by Congressman Dr. Yonhy Lescano,
included representatives of the UN and the Ministry
for Women. In the coastal city of Trujillo, regional
representatives, local mayors and councilors attended
two programs at which several couples who have
been married more than 25 years were honored.
Castries, St. Lucia
A forum entitled “Advancing Social Integration and
Intergenerational Solidarity” was held with National
Youth Council President Timothy Ferdinand and
Vice President Lavorne Verdant as masters of ceremonies. Remy Taupier, secretary general of UPF-St.
Lucia, spoke on “Why Do We Get Married?” and
Kirt Hosam addressed the topic of “Building Relevant
Families.” Maria Sebastian gave a talk on “The Power
of Positive Encouragement.” Andre and his wife Rosemarie Mathurin were honored for their service to their
community and for mentoring young couples.
Paramaribo, Suriname
Dr. Carla Bakboord, a representative of the Suriname
government and a human rights activist, described the
causes and elimination of domestic violence. Dr. Susan
Ristie spoke about UPF peace principles as a solution
to domestic violence. She emphasized cultivating good
character and developing good relationships between
husband and wife and between family and community. UPF-Suriname Chairman Dr. Ramon de Freitas
gave closing remarks. The seminar was recorded by the
national television station.
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ASIA
Medan, Indonesia
A celebration at the Islamic University of North
Sumatra was the first commemoration of a UN day
organized by UPF on the island of Sumatra. Students
and teachers alike appreciated David McLackland’s
lively presentation on “Preparing Youth for Marriage.”
Tokyo, Japan
About 100 people, including local municipal
assembly members, cleaned a park in the Setagaya
Ward. A member of the ward’s Assembly encouraged
the junior participants to use such service projects not
only to clean the community but also to strengthen
family ties. Participants of all ages were divided into
two groups to collect litter and garbage. Thanks to
the “Golden Week” holiday period and good weather,
many Ambassadors for Peace joined the program
with their families.
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
UPF-Malaysia organized a Family Symposium as
part of the ongoing series on the theme of “Happy,
Healthy Families.”
Kathmandu, Nepal
People from many walks of life participated in
programs that called attention to the nation’s cherished heritage of the intergenerational family. At
a home for children of conflict and orphans in
Kathmandu, Rabindra Rana read the UN SecretaryGeneral’s message. School bags were given to the 35
children and UPF staff served lunch. Til Bdr. Karki,
head of the center, described how he was born with
a birth defect in his feet, and when he was younger
he tried to kill himself. But after begging at a Hindu
temple for 20 years, he decided to help others rather
than pity himself. Mr. Karki started this home eight

years ago, and these children have become like family
members through the sacrifice of one man.
In Nepalgunj, swaddling clothes were given
to 26 newborn babies in the intensive-care unit at
Bheri Hospital in a program inaugurated by hospital
Superintendent Dr. Pitambar Subedi. In Biratnagar,
volunteers donated food and served a meal to more
than 40 senior citizens. In Chitwan, 11 schoolchildren competed in a speech contest on the theme
“Ideal Family for World Peace.” In Pokhara, 200
people gathered in the Manakamana Temple’s Shava
Hall to hear speeches from educators, military and
police officers, social workers, women leaders, and
religious leaders.
Multan, Pakistan
The Society for the Promotion of Education and
Awareness (SEAP)-Pakistan and Religious Youth
Service-Pakistan invited families to join a celebration
at SEAP-Pakistan’s Secretariat.
Negambo, Sri Lanka
At St. Peter’s College, Assistant Director of Education
Gamini Fernando was emcee for a program attended
by student leaders and staff of the Negambo Zonal
Education Department in the Western Province. Dr.
Chula Senaratne, consultant to UN volunteers at
the UN Office in Colombo, read the UN SecretaryGeneral’s message. Former Director of Education
R.A. Kularatne spoke of the Sri Lankan traditions
of children showing respect to their parents. Roman
Catholic priest Sanjeewa Fernando talked about
the contribution of three-generation families to the
well-being of children. Ven. Madaganoya Anomadassi Thera emphasized Buddha’s teachings that
family peace and harmony is the foundation of social
peace and harmony. UPF-Sri Lanka Project Director
Dinesha Liyanasuriya closed the program with a
message about character education.
Bangkok, Thailand
Seminars on the family were held in Bangkok and in
Kalasin Province.

sri lanka

EURASIA
Yerevan, Armenia
At Yerevan state school No. 194, a program called
”Healthy Family” included competitions involving
family members, and prizes were awarded to all
family teams. UPF-Armenia Secretary General
Hovhannes Barseghyan spoke about UPF’s vision for
family education.
Tallinn, Estonia
At the Kehra Gymnasium, eighth-grade students and
their teachers heard a presentation by Avo Martinson
on “The Family as the School of Love.” A program
at the Peace Embassy featured Johann Hinterleitner,
secretary general of UPF-Estonia, speaking on “The
Four Realms of Love,” followed by Professor Anto
Raukas, a well-known academic, speaking on demographic trends affecting families. A lively discussion
followed.
Tbilisi, Georgia
Students at secondary school No. 136 participated in
a poster contest and quiz. They discussed the importance of the family and recited proverbs and poems
related to the family. At a meeting at the NGO
Georgia in Support of Refugees, Ambassadors for
Peace and young activists talked about ways to achieve
happiness and unity based on a God-centered view of
the family.
Almaty, Kazakhstan
A musical greeting by the People’s Artist of Kazakhstan Akaltyn opened the program, after which
Vladimir Dolgov read the UN Secretary-General’s
message and poet and writer Amaitan Akhetov spoke
about the significance of the family. Then family
competitions took place, and poems about the family
were recited.
Panevezys, Lithuania
Outstanding local families were honored at the
Panevezys Art Gallery in a program in conjunction

armenia
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with the Active Women Club
of women politicians, led by
UPF Ambassador for Peace
Danute Krisciuniene. UPFLithuania
representative
Jurate Chocholskiene gave
welcoming remarks. Thirtyfive families were honored as
examples of harmony, Christian values, and philanthropy.

Lithuania

Chisinau, Moldova
A program at the Republican Construction College
addressed issues of sex,
marriage, family relationships, and preparing for
parenthood. Famous artists and singers performed at
a concert at the City Hall, emphasizing family values,
and municipal leaders spoke about the sacredness of
the family. Talented youth sang about their dream to
become a parent, their desire to see model families,
and their conviction that the family is the anchor
of life. Programs about families were offered at the
Polytechnic College and the Slavonic University.
Russia
In Moscow, the annual Mr. and Miss University
Pageant promoted family values, and the Goodness
without Borders volunteer project involved families
working together for the benefit of others.
First-grade students at gymnasium No. 8 in
Khabarovsk discussed the purpose of the family and
made drawings of their family. The interregional
Council of Families organized a conference in Novosibirsk entitled “Everything begins in the family.
Everything begins with the family.” Participants
adopted proposals for family policies to be presented
to many government officials. L.P. Shmakova,
chairman of Teachers for Spirituality and Morality,
spoke to girls in a Ryazan detention center on
“Family as the School of Love.” Three outstanding
families from northwestern Russia were invited to
tour St. Petersburg and participate in a festival and
forum. At a program in the Regional Nekrasov
Library of Vladivostok, Alexander Sheryakov, head
of the public organization Patriots of Primorye,
spoke about volunteering with orphans. Other
speakers included Galina Filippenko, professor at the
Far Eastern Federal University; Ludmila Ivanovna
and Tatiana Nikolaevna from the Baha’i Faith; and
tourist complex founder Vladimir Kuzmin.

Kiev, Ukraine
As part of the educational program “School of Life,”
UPF organized planting trees at five orphanages.
Each child who planted a seedling promised to take
special care of his or her tree. At a program at the
Operetta Theater, outstanding families were given
prizes and children performed the musical “Bremen
Town Musicians.”

EUROPE
Tirana, Albania
At the Peace Embassy a multi-generational audience listened to a talk on the situation of families in
Albania and the world. The Vice President of the
Women’s Federation for World Peace (WFWP)Albania, Marjeta Rroshi, spoke of the increasing
numbers of divorces and single-parent households.
Katarzyna Minollari, president of WFWP-Albania,
discussed the role of the family as a school of love,
in which everyone is challenged to develop their
character and capacity to give. Three generations of
women from the Rexhepi family were presented with
bouquets in recognition of their service to society.
Vienna, Austria
Dr. Walter Baar spoke on “The Role of the Family
in Today’s Israel.” Eivina Ziziunaite then spoke on
“The Perspective of Youth on Solidarity Between the
Generations,” and Mag. Elisabeth Cook addressed
“The Perspective of Elders on Solidarity Between
the Generations.”
Prague, Czech Republic
In the European House, Dr. Juraj Lajda, secretary
general of UPF-Czech Republic, presented the basic
principles of a good family. Educator Mgr. Anna
Kuc̆erová discussed the impact of computer games
on children’s ability to empathize with others. Dr.
Kater̆ina Dĕkanovská, head of the Association for

czech republic
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Interreligious Dialogue, spoke on “The
Role of a Religious Community in Case
of Families with an Economic Need,”
encouraging religious communities to help
those among them who are experiencing
financial difficulties.
netherlands
Stuttgart, Germany
Rosemarie Tijsterman spoke on “The Five
in Africa, where she learned to respect elders, calling
Languages of Love,” based on the book by Gary
them uncle or aunt, and studying in Korea, where
Chapman. She explained the importance of continchildren greet their parents each morning with a bow
uous investment in relationships with those whom we
and use terms of respect for anyone older than them.
love, learning their “love language,” and expressing
love in ways they are most likely to accept.

The Hague, Netherlands
At a program in The Hague, several dignitaries were
appointed Ambassadors for Peace.
Oslo, Norway
A seminar at the Diakonhjemmet University
College opened with Merete Agerbak-Jensen from
UNICEF-Norway presenting a recent UNICEF
report titled “Child Well-being in Rich Countries,”
which notes that a nation’s material wealth does not
necessarily correspond to its children’s well-being.
Dr. Ola Didrik Saugstad, professor of pediatrics at
the University of Oslo, raised the issue of whether
technological innovations are being used in the
interest of the child or the adults. Öyvind Haabrekke,
MP, noted the increasing role of government in children’s lives. Many fundamental issues were debated,
such as whether the family should adapt to society
or whether society should adapt to the family, the
value of prevention over remediation, and the balance
between addressing acute problems and working for
long-term solutions.
London, UK
Ahmed Shebani, co-founder of the Libya Democratic Party, opened a forum by quoting Mother
Teresa: “The greatest disease in the West today is
not TB or leprosy; it is being unwanted, unloved
and uncared for.” Sheikh Dr. Ramzy explained how
Islam understands that families are the foundation
for a good society. “We should respect each and every
member of the family, especially parents.” Dr. Suman
Datta from the Women’s Interfaith Network said:
“In India, my uncles, aunts, and neighbors were my
family. When we had a problem, we would discuss
it with various relatives and get varied understandings. Extended families can be like the many legs of a
table: the more legs a table has, the more stable it is.”
Christa Kamga shared her experiences growing up

OCEANIA

Majuro, Marshall Islands
Members of Parliament and government officials
attended a seminar at the Long Islands Hotel. Terry
Keju, UN representative in the Marshall Islands,
read the UN Secretary-General’s statement. Hon.
Alfred Capelle, former ambassador to the UN,
offered insights into the Marshall Islands’ traditional
culture as well as the current situation. Secretary of
the Ministry of Transport and Communication Phil
Philippo gave a message of congratulations. Rev.
Kenichi Ito spoke on “The Family as the School of
Love and Peace.” This was followed by comments
on Marshall Islands society by Gary Ueno, secretary
of the Ministry of Education; Senator Jiba Kabua;
Deputy Commissioner of National Police Jim
Philippo; and Eldon Note, former Bikini Atoll mayor.
Auckland, New Zealand
Conservative Party leader Colin Craig talked about
inheritance and what he had learned from his grandfather. Christine Roberts from the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints spoke about the need
for good role models so that the next generation of
parents will know how to raise happy families of
their own.
Koror, Palau
Information was given about the rural development
project Semaul Undong, launched by the Korean
government in 1970 to improve the living standard
in rural areas based on the principles of diligence,
self-help, and cooperation. Yoshi Kurata, a Japanese
working at a zoning project in Airai state, performed
music from Japan, Brazil, Italy, and the US. Then
Timothy Sisserson gave a presentation on the significance of the family.
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Religious Youth Service

nepal

UPF chapters organize Religious Youth Service projects that offer service-learning opportunities with a
special focus on developing personal leadership and peacemaking skills. Through living together and providing
altruistic service in a community, participants demonstrate that it is possible for our global human family to
come together in peace for our mutual well being.

Nuwakot, Nepal
Bangladeshi, Russian, and Nepali youth traveled
to Nuwakot in central Nepal for a Religious Youth
Service project that included interactive learning
opportunities and painting a school. The 30 participants were joined by local students for the educational
and service programs from June 1 to 7.
Five school buildings were painted, uplifting the
environment for the more than 600 students in the
school. “The main attraction of this project was the
service and the reason why the participants came. The
task was to paint all the buildings of Shree Bhairam
Secondary School,” reported Shehreen Ataur Khan
from Bangladesh. “Each person was handed a paintbrush or a roller and a small bucket full of white
paint. Everyone started painting with full enthusiasm
despite the scorching sun; they were in a painting
mood; no one really cared about getting white blots
on their clothes.”

russia
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In addition to making much-needed improvements to the school, the program included leadership
training, interfaith visits and dialogues, and crosscultural learning experiences. A medical team of
Ambassadors for Peace from Russia conducted
special health checkups for the students, teachers,
and people in the local community.

Ufa, Russia
During World Interfaith Harmony Week, a Religious Youth Service program took place February 1-5
in Ufa, capital of Russia’s Bashkortostan. The object
of the event was to bring together young people of
different faiths to promote a tradition of tolerance in
relations between different religious traditions and
encourage fruitful cooperation for peace in this Ural
Mountain region.
In the Republic of Bashkortostan there are
Orthodox Christians, Protestant Christians,
Muslims, and Jews. Participants had the opportunity
to visit the Church of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary,
a Jewish synagogue, a mosque and madrasah (Islamic
school), and an Evangelical Lutheran Church.
After the excursion the young people shared their
impressions. “I never went to the synagogue before;
although I live nearby,” one person commented. “And
now, thanks to the project, I will be able to make
my own opinion about Jewish culture, and unflattering assertions about Jews will not change my
attitude to them.” Another reported: “While visiting
the synagogue, I felt I wanted to become a Jew; in
the Orthodox Church I felt I wanted to become an
Orthodox Christian.”

The participants visited some elderly people
in poor health and helped them with chores. “We
helped one elderly woman, 82 years old, who took
care of her paralyzed son by herself,” one volunteer
reported. “I was happy to help her and felt as if she
was my own grandmother and I had come to help her
for that reason.”

tajikistan

Dushanbe, Tajikistan
“Dushanbe – City of Peace,” was the theme of the
first Religious Youth Service project in Tajikistan
May 25 to 31. Activities included visiting religious
and historic sites.
Visits to the city mosque and the Sacred Springs,
called the “Mecca of Central Asia” were hosted by
their imams. The young people were impressed by the
glass ceiling and wood carvings of the magnificent
Ismaili Center and its prayer hall that can accommodate 1000 worshippers.
The majority of participants were Muslims, and
one girl was a Catholic. The visit to the Saint Nicholas Cathedral was the first time any had entered an
Orthodox Christian church. One of the service activities was to clean and paint a fence at the cathedral.
Volunteers went to the Vakhsh district south of
Dushanbe to bring orphan children to the Poitakh
amusement park in Dushanbe. The amusement park
was officially closed that day, but they opened it
especially for the occasion. The rides on the merrygo-round and other attractions were enjoyed by 150
orphans and more than 30 volunteers.
The week concluded with a friendly football tournament at the Madjmaai Sports Complex.
It aimed at building unity among volunteers and
developing partnerships between various volunteer

organizations. At the end of the tournament, one
of the participants, Parviz Jamalov, commented:
“Although my team is not the winner of this tournament, I am overwhelmed with joy of victory... the
victory of our unity! For me it was an honor to play
with and meet wonderful young leaders of Tajikistan.”

Washington DC, USA
Planning for the July 9 to 13 Religious Youth
Service program in Washington, DC, began
with outreach to the diplomatic community. The
daughter of the Botswana ambassador and the
daughter of the Ghana ambassador were among
the 18 participants; the others were from Albania,
the Ivory Coast, and the US.
An Interfaith Education Day was held at
The Washington Times. An interfaith candlelighting ceremony was held to symbolize the
unity of the participants. In an emotional ceremony, each participant read a quote about peace
and lit a candle. One educational session featured
presentations about Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam. A second session included introductions
to Buddhism, Hinduism, and Native American
traditions.
Field trips included the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, the Islamic
Center of Washington, and the Holocaust memorial.
The schedule included briefings at Capitol Hill, the
State Department, the Department of Education, the
White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood
Partnerships,
and the International
Center for Religion
and Diplomacy. The
embassies of Ghana
and Botswana hosted
the group for meals
and briefings.
Participants were
joined by an equal
number of Jewish
summer camp participants at the Jewish
USA
Center and School
in Silver Spring,
Maryland. The group removed overgrown bushes
and shrubs from a 30x12-foot area and planted blue
hydrangeas in the shady part and white tea roses in
the sunny side. Yellow and purple flowers completed
the colorful “Shalom Peace Garden.”
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Sports for Peace

Building Bonds through Sports
Friendly sports competitions among people of diverse backgrounds have great potential as instruments for
peace. UPF chapters organize programs that bring together people from diverse backgrounds in the spirit of
friendly competition to promote sportsmanship, understanding, and good will.

Russia-France Friendship
Marathon

The Russia-France Peace and Friendship Marathon
finished in Paris on August 1. A multiethnic team
of 30 runners overcame all difficulties and brought a
banner of friendship from Moscow to Paris, thanks
to the efforts of the athletes and the support of
partner organizations and individuals. The relay race
was dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the first
French-Russian run between Paris and Moscow and
in memory of the founder and first president of the
International Super-marathon Association, Eduard
Yakovlev.
The route began in Moscow on July 14
and included Brest, Warsaw, Prague, Nurnberg,
Manheim, Saarbrucken, Metz, Verdun, and Paris, a
distance of 3100 km. The athletes came from Russia,
Kazakhstan, Belarus, and Czech Republic. In each
city on the way the marathoners held cultural events
promoting interethnic friendship.

Runners set out from Moscow.
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Upon the completion of the project at a meeting
at UNESCO in Paris, Amb. Eleonora Mitrofanova,
the Permanent Delegate of the Russian Federation
to UNESCO, greeted the sportsmen. “This project
is much in line with UNESCO’s agendas on the
culture of peace and education of youth in the spirit
of friendship and a healthy lifestyle,” she said. Mrs.
Mitrofanova also suggested that marathoners cooperate more closely with UNESCO because their
agenda is closely aligned with main UNESCO
themes. Natalya Volkova, the Cultural Attachée for
the embassy of Russia to France, conveyed congratulations on behalf of the Russian Ambassador,
Alexander Orlov.
Patrick Jouan from UPF-France, who emceed
the event, read congratulations from the Ambassadors of Peace of France. Jacques Rao, the Director of
International Organizations at the sector for External
Relations and Public Information of UNESCO, and
Simon Chin-Yee, from the Sports and Anti-Doping
section at UNESCO, spoke about the significance of
sports programs in UNESCO’s framework.

Marathon runners arrive in Paris at the UNESCO headquarters on August 1.

“These marathon runners are true messengers of peace who brought
the banner of friendship from Russia to France,” announced Konstantin
Krylov, Secretary General of UPF-Eurasia. “This project is an important
step for establishing bridges of the culture of peace between Russia and
France, between all the nations of the former Soviet Union and the European Union.”
The marathon team composed of representatives of various nationalities and faiths running a long distance together for a higher goal created an
incredible unity. Even more important, this team and the Moscow-Paris
friendship marathon stimulated people to establish friendships beyond
borders and appreciate the cultures of neighboring people, according to
Sergey Suprunyuk, President of the International Super Marathon Association and the main organizer of the project.

Peace and Security
Forums

U

PF acknowledges the need for careful and
measurable use of enforcement such as
political, military, and civil power to sustain
lasting peace. At the same time, we strongly
emphasize the pursuit of internal solutions
that are essential to peacebuilding. UPF has
been a leading exponent of “Track Two” diplomacy, with particular emphasis on the role and
responsibility of religious and spiritual leaders
to transcend historical self-interest and pursue
the ideal of “one family under God.” Recent
Peace and Security Forums have taken place in
several locations:

Washington, DC
“Transnational Crime in the Americas”
“Two States, One Country: Israel-Palestine: A
Path Toward a Shared Future”
“Faith, Religion, and International Security”
“Bringing Long-Term Peace and Security to the
Balkan Region”

Tokyo

Multi-Ethnic Peace Cup in Italy

In collaboration with the Committee of the Italian Union of Sport for All,
UPF-Monza organized its eighth annual Peace Cup football tournament
with matches continuing from April through June. This year the tournament involved ten teams representing the various nationalities in this area
of northern Italy.
In addition to football, tournaments and demonstration games of
men’s and women’s volleyball, basketball, and rugby promoted friendship
and social integration as well as spirited competition. The intention is to
make the Peace Cup an ethnic sports festival with a variety of cultural
events and programs to promote good sportsmanship and good will.

“Peacebuilding through Cultural Activities”

Jerusalem
“Trends in the Relationship between Israel,
Turkey, and the US”
“The Impact of Syria and Egypt on Israel’s
Security Measures”

Children’s Peace Cup in Switzerland

UPF-Ticino held its second Peace Cup tournament in Novazzano, Switzerland on May 5. This event brought together 11 teams of young players
for one day of sports under the motto “Play Football Make Peace.” Players
included ten Swiss-Italian teams and one from the Italian neighborhood.
The purpose of the tournament was to spend a day of fun together by
sharing healthy values such as team spirit, non-violence, and non-discrimination. Coaches not only taught the children how to play football but
also loyalty and good sportsmanship. Prizes were given for fair play, noble
behavior, and even good support by the spectators. Each team received
at least one award. The Peace Cup trophy was won by the team from
Rancate.

A forum in Washington, DC, on Transnational
Crime in the Americas
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