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PREFACE 

It was in late March when the decision was taken to 
examine issues surrounding the plight of Indigenous 
Youth at our 2017 annual national conference. Over 
the past several years, topics related to the Indigenous 
communities were tackled, including questions as to the 
involvement of some members of the RCMP in cases 
of murdered and missing Indigenous women and girls, 
and to the attitudes within the government of Canada 
over the years toward the Indigenous peoples. 

The term “cultural genocide” first mentioned in public 
by Murray Sinclair, then the first Indigenous judge in 
Manitoba, came to be recognized as the appropriate 
name for the systematic attempt to eliminate the 
language and family structure of the Indigenous 
peoples of Canada via residential schools, the ’60’s 
Scoop and the child welfare services regime. 

The second mandate driving the 2017 annual 
conference was the request from our international 
office to launch a Canadian chapter of the International 
Association of Parliamentarians for Peace. This project 

has already been launched successfully in more than 80 
countries. 

These two goals converged in this forum on Indigenous 
youth that supports parliamentarians who will, in the 
coming months and years, be voting on legal or funding 
issues or services to the Indigenous communities. In 
terms of a national issue, the relationship between the 
Crown and the Indigenous peoples is, as Prime Minister 
Trudeau has said, the most important relationship for 
the Canadian people. 

Many contributed to the success of the conference, but 
the following were central and essential: 

 Elder Albert Dumont and Barbara Hill, the 
brother/sister Anishinaabe team who set the 
spiritual tone of the program with a traditional 
Welcome and a beautiful Prayer; 

 Ralitsa Tcholakova, gifted classical violinist who led 
us in singing O Canada; 

 Hon. Jean Augustine for her incredible support as 
advisor and friend, and her “at home” skills as 
gracious MC and “Mother of Parliamentarians”; 

 Anita Vandenbeld, MP, for her support in securing 
both the majestic Sir John A. Macdonald Hall, and 
the message from the Prime Minister; 
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 Robert-Falcon Ouellette, MP, for stepping in at the 
11th hour as Moderator of the Panel (and for 
wearing the most original Halloween costume ever 
seen on Parliament Hill!); 

 All the panellists, who gave excellent presentations, 
to be read below; 

 Dr Thomas Walsh, Chair of UPF International, 
who lent clarity to the background and purpose of 
the IAPP; 

 Arnold Viersen, MP, for bringing greetings from 
the leader of the opposition, and for his 
introduction of the Keynote Speaker; 

 Dr Dawn Lavell-Harvard, for her excellent keynote 
speech highlighting the central issues arising from 
the historical relationship between the Crown and 
the Indigenous peoples, which deteriorated over 
time to its current deplorable state, as well as her 
message of hope that all of us working together can 
make a difference; and of course 

 The organizing committee: Daniel Stringer, Lilly 
Tadin, Blandine Stringer, Alan Wilding, Moonshik 
Kim, Mitch Dixon, Marc Laurin, Isabelle Laurin, 
Robert Duffy and Franco Famularo, who switched 
roles with me halfway through the planning as he 
took on an additional role leading the Family 
Federation for World Peace, Canada. 

To all the above, and to the many volunteers and 
suppliers who contributed to the smooth running of the 
conference, a hearty “Thank you”. 

To our amazing parliamentarians, many of whom 
rushed in for as much time as they could spare, and 
whose presence made meaningful all of our efforts, our 
gratitude and thanks. 

Most of the 150 attendees took part in the final portion 
of the conference – a “Blanket Exercise” – an amazing 
educational experience in which participants gathered 
in a circle and literally walked through the history of 
European-Indigenous relations. Narrated/led by a 
young Métis graduate student, the experience led 
participants to a discovery of aspects of our mutual 
history not well known to the general public. A deeply 
satisfying conclusion to a memorable day. 

ROBERT DUFFY 
Secretary-General, UPF Canada 

 



 

WELCOME TO PARLIAMENT HILL 

ANITA VANDENBELD 
MP for Ottawa West – Nepean 

Good morning! Bienvenue! Mino pijan! 

I am very delighted to welcome you all to Parliament 
Hill for the “Reaching Indigenous Youth” conference 
organized by the Canadian Chapter of the International 
Association of Parliamentarians for Peace. I would also 
like to recognize that this conference is taking place on 
the traditional territory of the Algonquin and 
Anishinaabe People. I would also like to begin by 
honoring the parliamentarians that are here in the 
room. I see Robert-Falcon Ouellette, Ziad Aboultaif, 
Pamela Goldsmith-Jones, Kate Young, Christine 
Moore – and I apologize if I’ve missed somebody. So, 
you can all rise, members and senators in the room, so 
you can be recognized. 

Also, I’d like to recognize the Honourable Jean 
Augustine, our MC. 

As we celebrate 150 years of Canadian Confederation 
we have to acknowledge and recognize that the 
democratic institutions, the pluralism and the 
prosperity that we enjoy as Canadians have not always 
been shared equally. As Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
has stated we are committed to renewing and repairing 
Canada’s relationship with Métis, Inuit and First 
Nations People by working together. This requires a 
fundamental and profound shift that involves taking a 
critical look at our past as we contemplate the future of 
our relationship in this generation and in that of our 
grandchildren. Our government is committed to 
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support and find the vital way to reconciliation as 
outlined by the Call to Action by the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Report. One of the 
recommendations, as you are all no doubt aware, 
includes the call for all levels of government to work 
with Indigenous people to educate Canadians about the 
historical and contemporary contributions of 
Indigenous people to our country. Now if I may I 
would like to share with you greetings from Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. These are his words: 

 

Reaching Indigenous Youth 

“It is with great honour that I welcome you to the Canadian 
Chapter of the International Association of Parliamentarians for 
Peace’s inaugural event, Reaching Indigenous Youth.  

I sincerely believe that no relationship is more important to 
Canada and the Canadian people than that with Indigenous 
Peoples. As part of our shared journey toward reconciliation, our 
Government is taking concrete steps to renew our relationship with 
First Nations, Inuit, and the Métis Nation, based on recognition 
of rights, respect, collaboration, and partnership. 

As you gather here today, I urge you to remember that peace and 
progress can only be achieved when we work together. We must 
ensure that all voices are heard and fully respected. Only in that 
way can we move forward. 

Thank you to the organizers of this amazing event and to all of 
you who are in attendance to discuss this important issue. Please 
accept my warmest welcome and best wishes for a productive 
event.’’ 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
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WELCOMING REMARKS 

DR. MOONSHIK KIM 
Chair, UPF Canada 

Respected parliamentarians, representatives from the 
Indigenous community, leaders from all walks of life, 
Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Thank you for gathering here today. I am very happy to 
welcome you to this conference on the theme 
“Reaching Indigenous Youth” organized by the 
Universal Peace Federation and the Women’s 
Federation for World Peace. Today’s conference is a 
practical initiative to promote peace in our nation and 
the world on the occasion of the Inauguration of the 
Canadian chapter of the International Association of 
Parliamentarians for Peace (IAPP).  

To bring peace to the world, we must first bring peace 
on a national level. An important step for Canada is to 
improve the conditions of a group that has been 
mistreated, devalued, and forgotten throughout our 
nation’s history: the Indigenous people. Last month at 
the UN General Assembly in New York, Prime 
Minister Trudeau highlighted this issue, recounting the 
country's historical failures and mistakes in its 
treatment of Indigenous people. He said that we must 
correct the wrongs of the past by creating a better 
present, ultimately paving the way for an even better 
future.  

Indigenous youth are increasingly advancing in society, 
and showing pride in their culture and heritage. Yet, 
some are still far more likely than their non-Indigenous 
peers to be wards of the state, come from low-income 
families, drop out of high school, be unemployed, 
suffer from poor health, become incarcerated, or 
commit suicide. How can we resolve such deep-seated 
societal issues? 

The late Rev. Sun Myung Moon and his wife, Dr. Hak 
Ja Han Moon, the founders of the Universal Peace 
Federation, have worked tirelessly throughout their 
lives to achieve a world of peace. In the process, they 
founded UPF as a vehicle to build a global peace 
network and to realize the vision of a world enveloped 
in love, unity, peace, and happiness.  

As part of this process, UPF has launched an initiative 
called International Association of Parliamentarians for 
Peace. It is an global network created to take on critical 
issues locally and globally through the common 

solidarity and cooperation of parliamentarians. In that 
sense, it is truly a great honor to welcome Canadian 
senators, parliamentarians, former parliamentarians and 
many leaders today to inaugurate the Canadian chapter 
of IAPP and to promote peace. 
 
We are very excited to engage in the exchange of ideas 
based on the experiences, values, and knowledge of 
everyone in this room. We hope that these exchanges 
will not stop with mere conversation, but will translate 
into action that brings about substantial change in our 
nation and the rest of the world. 

Thank you. 





LILLY TADIN 
President, Women’s Federation for World Peace, 
Canada 

Honourable Members of Parliament, Indigenous 
Leaders and Guests, 

On behalf of Women’s Federation for World Peace, 
Canada, I would like to welcome you to this very 
important gathering this morning. 

In regard to this issue of Indigenous youth, I would 
start from the position of a mother. We are all 
concerned as to the direction our youth are taking, and 
this is particularly true of our Indigenous youth. 

What steps can we take to help? I would say, start by 
listening to them. We have to know what is going on 
inside, what they are experiencing. They are going 
through much darkness, and we need to hear their 
stories in order to reach out and help them. Many of 
them are struggling heroically against heavy difficulties. 

So, it is up to us to take those steps and to continue 
working with them, encouraging them and empowering 
them to take positive steps. I hope that all of us in this 
room and beyond can listen carefully to the 
presentations given by these young Indigenous leaders 
who are here today, and collectively do something 
about this problem, because it is huge and needs to be 
resolved. 

Thank you very much, and enjoy the conference. 
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PANEL 

Is cultural genocide to blame for 
the situation of Indigenous youth?  

ROBERT-FALCON OUELLETTE 
MP for Winnipeg-Centre, Moderator 

Thank you to the Universal Peace Federation of 
Canada for organizing this…. I won’t talk for very long 
because I know you want to hear what’s going to be 
said, but I will say that the question is, Is cultural genocide 
to blame for the current situation of Indigenous youth in our 
country? This is a very tough question to answer or to 
even ask sometimes. The first time I heard about the 
concept of cultural genocide was back on the 15th of 
February, 2012, at the University of Manitoba where I 
was a professor. I had the opportunity of going to a 
lecture given by the Justice Murray Sinclair, who was at 
that time the Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. I was expecting to hear some of the usual 
pleasantries about what he was doing, when he used the 
term cultural genocide. And as you perhaps have heard, 
there are five conditions to define or categorize what is 
a genocide, which is established in international law and 
convention. So, Murray Sinclair spent the lunch hour at 
the Indigenous/Aboriginal Youth Center talking about 
what he considered the cultural genocide that occurred 
here in Canada.  

And it made the news. It was the first time someone 
who was a judge, someone who was supposed to be 
perhaps very considered in all the words that he said, 
used that term in a public way. Not just the activists, 

                                                                 
1 A Native American prophecy about the birth of a white buffalo 
calf that would be a sign that the time is near when the world 
would be purified. 

not just people you might see in the street protesting 
with their arms in the air, but a Justice, a judge, and now 
a Senator.  

  

 

 

MICHAEL SWINWOOD 
Legal counsel to Elders Without Borders 

The first thing to do is to recognize my elders. William 
Commanda, the spiritual leader of the Algonquin 
Nation and Douglas Cardinal, of the Blackfoot Nation 
and a follower of William Commanda. 

Not all knowledge is contained in a book. Elders work 
with prophecy and today they work with the White 
Buffalo Calf Prophecy1. The changing times are upon 
us. 

We must remove the word ‘‘culture’’ in the above 
premise, as the truth is it is genocide that is responsible 
for the situation of Indigenous youth. At the Genocide 
Convention in 1948-49 at the United Nations, Canada 
and the USA fought vigorously to keep cultural 
genocide out of the 5 definitions of genocide. Cultural 
genocide was to be a sixth definition. However, Canada 
and the US were successful in keeping it out. So, to say 
“cultural genocide” is a trick, as it is not an accepted 
definition of genocide, so, I guess it didn’t occur. I am 
not really saying genocide when I say cultural genocide.  
Say genocide! 

Sadly, despite signing the Convention on Genocide, 
Canada did not implement the full five definitions of 
genocide, as required by International law, until the year 
2000. Canada passed the Crimes Against Humanity and 
War Crimes Act 2000, wherein we find the five 
definitions of genocide – 1) outright killing of a race, 2) 
imposing conditions of life designed to exterminate a 
race, 3) imposition of conditions of life designed to 
cause mental and physical harm, 4) sterilization, 5) 
transforming children from one group to another 
group or residential school. 

Also, under the definition of crimes against humanity, 
we find the crime of apartheid defined as one race 
dominating another race and implementing policies or 
procedures designed to continue that domination. 

Left to right : M. Kim, R. Duffy, J. Augustine, R.-F. Ouellette, 
M. Swinwood, G. Fayant, P. Comeau, M. Huguenin 
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The above definition is the definition of the Indian Act 
of Canada. The Indian Act must go, as it presently fits 
the definition of apartheid. 

The form of governance for the Indigenous peoples is 
found in the Treaty of Friendship of 17012. One of the 
wampum belts carried by Grandfather William 
Commanda was the Friendship Belt, commemorating 
the French, the English and the Algonquin Anishinaabe 
and Haudenosaunee all agreeing to share the territory 
one-third each. Grandfather William often used to say 
“We are just looking for our one-third ”. 

In the treaty of 1701, you will find the governance 
system of the Indigenous expressed in the mark of each 
clan system. Darlene Johnston, at the Ipperwash 
inquiry, testified to the existence of this clan system and 
this, along with the Treaty of 1701, is the evidentiary 
basis for self-government. 

We must return to the traditional ways. The laws, 
customs and traditions of the Indigenous peoples 
provide the foundation for self-governance. 

The disconnect between the dominant society and the 
Indigenous society lies in the consciousness. The 
dominant society is left-brained – logic, math, science, 
materialism – and Indigenous society right-brained – 
ceremony, magic, dance, creativity – and when the left 
brain and right brain work in harmony, we have 
synchronicity. 

However, when one paradigm (left-brained) imposes 
itself on the other paradigm (right brained) we have 
disconnect and unfortunately the consciousness of 
genocide. We must disengage the imposition of one 
over the other to gain synchronicity. This is the reality 
of today. 

Love is always the solution to everything. We must 
learn to think with our hearts and not so much our 
head. Love will provide the solution required because 
love solves all. There is hope when we begin to realize 
where we are and what we must do in the future. Let 
love guide us. 

The hope lies in the universal prayer: 

Mantra of Unification 

The sons and daughters of men and women are 
ONE 
And I am ONE with them 

                                                                 
2 The Great Peace of Montreal (French : La Grande paix de Montréal) 

was a peace treaty between France and 39 First Nations of North 

America. It was signed on August 4, 1701, by Louis-Hector de Callière, 

I seek to love not hurt 
I seek to serve and not exact due service 
I seek to heal not hurt 
Let pain bring due reward of Light and Love 
Let the Soul control the outer form 
And life and all events 
And bring to light the love which underlies the 
happenings of the times 
Let vision come and insight 
Let the future stand revealed 
Let inner union demonstrate 
And outer cleavages be gone 
Let love prevail 
Let all Humanity Love 





 
 
GABRIELLE FAYANT 
Indigenous Youth Leader 

I’ll introduce myself really quickly. Hani, hello 
everybody, my name is Gabrielle Fayant; most people 
call me Gabi. I’m originally from Alberta; my family 
comes from Fishing Lake Métis Settlement, also known 
as Packechawanis. I’m part of the Bear Clan. I currently 
live here on traditional Algonquin territory, and even 
though I am indigenous, as a Métis woman I’m still a 
guest here on Algonquin territory. As indigenous 
people, we still have to acknowledge each other’s 
territory also. It’s really the Algonquin people who are 
the caretakers on this land, so, I always acknowledge 
them and give them thanks for allowing us all to be 
here. They are very hospitable people, to say the least. 

I know there are a lot of terms that refer to Indigenous. 
Today we used Indigenous, aboriginal, First Nation, 
Métis and Inuit. A lot of us like to use the term 
Indigenous because that includes First Nation, Métis, and 
Inuit and refers to the original people of this land. The 
original people of this land actually have legally binding 
agreements with the Crown. It was in 1763 that King 
George III made that relationship legal with the Royal 
Proclamation. That’s an agreement between the original 
people here, including all Indigenous people, and the 
Crown which would later become Canada. At that time 
that would have included many British folks, but now 
it also includes people of colour, new immigrants, 
upper, middle, lower-class Canadians, parliamentarians, 

governor of New France, and 1300 Indigenous representatives. England 
was not involved. 
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as well as everyday citizens. So it’s not just British folks 
that have a responsibility to Indigenous people. You are 
all part of that relationship, and that’s one thing that 
Canadians really need to understand. 

We no longer use the term – at least many of us no 
longer like to use the term – Indian. Indian is often like 
a racial slur in many contexts. Because Christopher 
Columbus, who was looking for the Silk Road – he was 
looking for India – got lost, the term Indian appeared. 
So, it’s very offensive that these new people came here 
and started referring to us all under this name that we 
had no relation to, so, always remember this when 
you’re speaking to Indigenous people. Ideally, we 
would love for you to talk to us. Ask us how we want 
to be identified, and most people will tell you things 
like, for example, I like to identify as Michif rather than 
Métis, but I’ll accept Métis. So, some First Nation folks 
will identify as Anishinaabe, or Nehiyaw or Dene, for 
example. A lot of us also don’t like to silo ourselves, 
because our cultures and our traditions are within our 
languages and those are our original terms, our original 
languages.  

Getting back to more of the story, my story is from the 
Métis settlements of Alberta. I come from a long line 
of freedom fighters, or the free people, the people that 
govern themselves. A lot of the people on the 
settlements, my family as well, experienced trauma in 
residential schools, day schools (which have never been 
properly acknowledged by Canada), as well as industrial 
schools. If you know a little bit about residential 
schools, day schools and industrial schools, they had 
the same agenda. Industrial schools are actually like 
child labour here in Canada, so that existed until a 
couple of decades ago.  

From those experiences, Métis settlements – because 
we’re a high concentration of Métis people in our 
governing lands – it was really easy for Indian agents as 
well as social workers to come to our lands and scoop 
up kids during the 60’s Scoop3. So, 70% of our members 
have actually been affected by the 60’s Scoop, and they 
continue to this day to be affected by the large number 
of children in child welfare. Almost everything you read 
in the headlines has directly affected me and my family. 
When you read these really serious headlines, it’s not 
just that one Indigenous person is affected; it’s our 
whole community. We’re all connected.  

                                                                 
3 The term Sixties Scoop refers to the practice, during the 1960s, of 

taking ("scooping up") children of Indigenous peoples in Canada from 
their families for placing in foster homes or adoption. 

So, I’ll tell you a short story about my grandmother. My 
grandmother took care of 13 children. That included 
my dad, my aunties and my uncles who also raised me. 
And the 13 had 46 children altogether, and those 46 
children had another 48; so we have a large family that 
comes from the settlements. One of my aunties was 
murdered in the 1970’s, so we’re directly connected to 
the missing and murdered Indigenous women. She was 
murdered by her partner with whom she had two 
children; those are my cousins. After she was murdered, 
her husband didn’t serve much time jail because – 
again, that’s part of the problem – Indigenous women 
are often blamed for the circumstances they find 
themselves in. That’s how the courts see us, and that’s 
part of the problem.  

And after she was murdered, my two cousins went to 
live with my grandma. By this time my grandma had 
taken care of about 30 children, so she was a very 
competent childcare giver; she knew how to take care 
of children. However, back at that time of the 60’s Scoop 
when the social workers started to pick up children 
from the settlements, they visited my grandma and took 
my two cousins far away from her. So, those two 
children had to live in child welfare until they were 18 
and could start looking for their own family again.   

When they got to a certain age, they launched a suit 
against the Alberta government for wrongful removal. 
What they found in the archives was that the sole 
reason for taking those children away from my 
grandmother was that she wore red lipstick. So that was 
the reason our children were taken away. In fact, there 
was no real reason; they were in loving, caring family 
environments, suitable environments. And so, to 
answer that question – and I agree entirely with Michael 
– it was a genocide. And we’re still living that genocide 
today. It hasn’t stopped; it has perpetuated. 

We have been doing surveys with Indigenous youth and 
some of the responses that the Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples talked about almost 20 years ago are 
the exact same issues that we’re still dealing with today. 
There are reports that are two decades old, and 
Canadians at that time had the opportunity to take 
responsibility, but those reports were quickly shelved. 
You’ll learn more about it in the Blanket Exercise later. 
But let’s just say that we can no longer brush this aside; 
we can no longer pretend this is not an issue. This issue 
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is actually costing taxpayers more and more money 
because Canadians are ignoring these reports.  

So, the solution is a win/win for both of us. If 
Canadians really start right now to take responsibility 
for these broken relationships, then there’s a win/win 
for both Canadians and Indigenous youth. I really 
encourage you to be a part of that new relationship. 
Take responsibility. We’re no longer in a time when you 
can ignore that history, that Indigenous people are a 
part of Canada’s history. All the information is out 
there, so please, please use that information. I really 
think that we can change things for all of us. So, 
miigwetch, haihai.   
 



 
 

PHILLIP COMEAU 
Education Coordinator, Tungasuvvingat Inuit 
 

My name is Phillip Comeau; I was born in Iqaluit, 
Nunavut. I’d like to thank everybody in attendance 
today. I’ve had the privilege to represent Inuit in many 
regions of Canada and other parts of the world, 
including here today. I work as the Education 
Coordinator at Tungasuvvingat Inuit and our goal is to 
help Inuit students in Ontario with the challenges of 
post-secondary education and living in the south. We 
are a non-profit organization that works with Inuit to 
deliver Inuit-specific services in Ottawa and Ontario.  

As an Inuit-Canadian, bringing awareness of the high 
suicide rates and the effect of intergenerational trauma, 
both in the healing communities and also in the urban 
indigenous communities, is an effort to preserve our 
culture and the ways of our ancestors for the people 
who could not speak on panels such as this one.  

Residential schools are one of the main topics in 
Canada’s history of cultural genocide. Over a century 
of cultural genocide of our Canadian indigenous 
population has had a tremendous and long-lasting 
effect on our youth. Over 150,000 children were taken 
from their homes, sometimes at gunpoint, and sent to 
schools far away from their parents and land to be 
taught the Western European way to live – to places 
where there were many cases of mental, physical and 
sexual abuse, poor living conditions, months and years 
without returning to their communities or even talking 
to their parents. Six thousand deaths within the 
residential schools: this was not cultural genocide, but 
pure genocide.  

You can directly link the survivors of residential 
schools with the intergenerational trauma that lasted 
through generations to the high numbers of indigenous 
youth with mental illnesses, drug and alcohol 
addictions, and high suicide rates. We need to address 
these issues because our youth are suffering from the 
traumatic past created by cultural genocide. The Land 
Claims Agreements and the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada that have been put in place 
have had great success.    

Because past trauma still affects many people today, 
they need to be given proper mental health care. We 
have lost hundreds of Indigenous youth. Despite being 
preventable, this public health crisis has been going on 
for decades. We have to work with Inuit leaders on 
important issues to stabilize our youth by supporting 
them with professionals that have been trained in the 
traumas of residential school, by creating more 
accessible programs in remote locations where the need 
is greater, by giving the opportunity to more 
Indigenous youth to be included in professional 
training programs that are offered in the southern parts 
of Canada that our youth cannot access in their 
communities, such as training in addiction services, 
family services, health care and education. 

There are many barriers that have contributed to the 
situation of Indigenous youth in Canada, and the name 
of this panel is, Is Cultural Genocide to Blame for the 
Situation of Indigenous Youth? I believe it is to blame for 
the situation of our Indigenous youth. Hundreds of 
years of misrepresentation and forced relocation – the 
cultural genocide that has taken place in this country – 
these have placed our youth in this situation. Inuit are 
a very strong and resilient people and have been 
surviving in one of the most unforgiving living 
environments on the planet. Our relatives had relatively 
low rates of suicide in the past, but the challenges that 
Inuit face today are not the same as they were long ago. 
We need to provide the right types of support for 
Indigenous youth to make sure they can be strong and 
resilient just like our ancestors were. 

 

 

 
MITCH HUGUENIN 
Métis Educator 

Thank you all for inviting us here today; it’s much 
appreciated, and being on this kind of stage is a real 
pleasure for me and my fellow panellists. This isn’t 
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something that would have taken place during my 
parents’ generation. So, this is new, and a good step 
forward. 

I’m going to tell you a little about myself. I’m from a 
place called Penetanguishene, Ontario; that’s on 
Georgian Bay for those who may be familiar with it. It’s 
one of Canada’s oldest Métis settlements. You wouldn’t 
know it from visiting, because there are a lot of folks 
who live there, including family members of mine, who 
deny their Indigenous heritage. Backtracking a little, my 
ancestors came from Drummond Island after assisting 
the British in the War of 1812, and were given land 
grants in Penetanguishene. When they arrived in there, 
in a lot of ways they abandoned their traditions and 
culture to take on a life of farming and fishing; they no 
longer hunted and trapped; they became colonized. A 
really big impact on my family was the Church. I’m not 
here today to lay guilt or blame on any particular 
institution, but the Church had a really, really profound 
impact on Penetanguishene and a lot of other 
Indigenous communities, and my ancestors took to the 
Church in a really, really big way. I often joke that 
colonization worked really well in Penetanguishene. My 
ancestors, the community members, adopted the 
European lifestyle, so, unfortunately in modern times 
there are very few people who hold onto our traditions 
and culture, and if they do, they do it secretly.  

So, for me, being brought up in town, I knew I was of 
mixed heritage, I knew we had an Indigenous heritage, 
but I had family who denied that heritage. My 
grandparents, my great aunts, my great uncles were very 
much connected with the Church; they have a lot of 
interesting things to say about Indigenous peoples.  

So, for those of you who are not familiar with 
Penetanguishene, it has a high Métis population. We 
have a nearby First Nation, and we have a mix of 
French and British, so there’s a real historical 
population there. Unfortunately, none of us really got 
along and, in terms of my family, they were raised with 
the notion that they did not want to be Indigenous, 
because Indigenous meant (and of course, they 
wouldn’t use that terminology; it was great that Gabi 
was able to bring up those terms because words are 
really important) – they would say, “We’re not Indian, 
don’t ever tell anyone we’re Indian or mixed.” I never 
really got that, but I guess from their perspective if you 
were Indian you were drunk, you were lazy…. They 
often told my mom, too ‘‘Don’t ever go into a job 
interview and tell them you’re Indigenous. Don’t go to 
church and talk about that, even in the grocery store 

someone might hear you say that.’’ So, you just really 
kept it hush-hush. If anyone ever asked, you said you 
were French or Italian or something like that. 

I’ve been really lucky. My mom is a really, really strong 
woman. She’s overcome a lot in her life and she’s been 
a tremendous support for me. She’s helped me and my 
younger sister to reclaim our Indigenous heritage and 
really celebrate that aspect of who we are, so I want to 
give a big thanks to her as well. But as a kid, I grew up 
not knowing well why these things were the way they 
were; why people treated Indigenous peoples 
differently in our little town of Penetanguishene. I just 
didn’t get it. I went off to high school, which was 
interesting because I knew there were mixed 
background students, friends of mine; there were 
European background students and First Nations 
background students, but no one really ever got along. 
I never got that. I went off to university, and I started 
learning more about the history, I learned more about 
my culture. It was really eye-opening, and I started to 
connect the dots: Hmm, there are reasons why my 
experience growing up was the way it was. There are 
reasons why people were treated differently. There are 
reasons why I was treated differently sometimes.  

For the sake of time, I won’t go into too much detail 
now, but my big focus in life right now is education and 
bridging the gap between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples. So, I’m a part-time professor at 
Durham College in Oshawa, Ontario. I have a really 
mixed class, people of all different backgrounds, and 
it’s been a great experience so far to see people who are 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous sharing dialogue and 
looking forward to more positive horizons. Like I said 
at the beginning of my talk, this is all very new. It’s 
looking good, things are moving in a positive way, but 
it moves very slowly. This is 500 years of a lot of really 
challenging history, to say the least. It doesn’t happen 
overnight. 

I’m going to conclude by saying one final thing. Canada 
has a lot of things to celebrate. We’ve heard the 150th 
Anniversary brought up a couple of times; there are 
parts of our history that are really worth celebrating. 
But there are also parts of our history within that 150 
years that need to be reflected upon. I know that for a 
lot of Indigenous peoples, the 150 isn’t a celebration; 
it’s a really somber reflection on the past. So I think 
going forward, listening is really, really important and I 
really appreciate you doing that today. The other part is 
patience, because these things don’t come easily. I 
know for my fellow panelists, and other Indigenous 
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youth as well, sharing these stories and talking about 
this history is not an easy thing to do. 

I’ll leave you with that. Thank you very much. 

 



 

NTRODUCTION TO THE 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

PARLIAMENTARIANS FOR PEACE 

DR. THOMAS WALSH 
Chair, Universal Peace Federation International 

Good day, 

It’s been a wonderful program, and I’m very stimulated 
by the discussion of this excellent panel. It was very 
moving and very informative. It’s especially good to see 
the dialogue happening. The fact that many of you 
spoke from the floor is, I think, extremely important. 

This morning I would like to talk about the 
International Association of Parliamentarians for 
Peace. As I speak a slide show will run concurrently 
that shows many similar programs throughout the 
world in which the Parliamentarians’ Association was 
launched. As of now, there have been well over 40 such 
launches. We are expecting that number to reach 70 by 
the end of the year and to continue through the coming 
year. And they are taking place on every continent: 
North America of course, South America, Central 
America, the Caribbean, Africa, Europe, Eurasia, East 
Asia, Central Asia, South Asia, Oceania in the Pacific, 
Australia, New Zealand. This initiative is enjoying 

enthusiastic response in all those places, and we are 
quite gratified by that. 

A word about the Universal Peace Federation: it was 
founded by Reverend and Mrs Moon in 2005, as a 
global network of individuals and organizations who 
work together for peace. The guiding vision is that we 
are actually “One Family under God”. That is, we have 
a common origin, and we should realize the idea of 
becoming loving brothers and sisters to one another, 
caring for one another and living together in harmony, 
cooperation and mutual prosperity. Achieving that goal 
of peace is not the responsibility of a particular sector 
of society, as we have heard in the previous discussions 
– it begins with each one of us as we seek to fulfill our 
potential and apply that altruism in our lives to the 
world around us: our families, the community and 
wider society. 

But in addition to that, the broad effort to achieve 
peace requires the collaboration of diverse sectors: the 
government sector, the civil society sector, the faith-
based organization sector, i.e. the religions of the world, 
and indeed, the academic and education sectors, the 
media and the arts. So, the vision of UPF is that all the 
sectors that make up our society could and should 
collaborate toward the goal of a world of lasting peace. 

The areas that UPF has worked in over the years 
include, very significantly, what we call interfaith 
peacebuilding – that is, promoting dialogue, harmony, and 
cooperation among all the great faith traditions of the 
world: Indigenous traditions as we have heard spoken 
of today, Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims, Jews, Christians, 
Sikhs, Jains and so on. This great dialogue of the 
religions has been leading to a growing mutual respect, 
better understanding and cooperation.  

There is also a great need for dialogue within the 
religions. In many of the faith traditions there is a 
degree of discord that needs to be worked out. This 
area of intra-religious dialogue has been one of the core 
aspects of our work.  

Significantly, in recent decades, we have witnessed a 
resurgence of the role of religion in society and in global 
affairs. This is evident at the United Nations, where 
increasingly one observes programs that bring together 
representatives of member states (governments) with 
faith-based organizations to address problems of 
conflict, such as how to solve rising extremism or 
climate change. Indeed, we need all stakeholders 
collaborating together. That’s why parliamentarians are 

I 
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so important because they represent the full diversity of 
the national landscape. 

UPF also works in the area of strengthening marriage 
and family. We are active at the United Nations. We 
have done our best, and continue to do our best, to be 
a contributor to the effort to achieve what are called the 
Sustainable Development Goals laid out in 2015 at the 
opening of the General Assembly of that year. You may 
recall Pope Francis visited and spoke to the General 
Assembly at that time. Later that year the Climate 
Compact was signed. So, UPF is seeking to be a partner, 
a contributor and a supporter of these extremely 
important efforts. 

And among these various initiatives, about a year and a 
half ago, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, our founder, the 
widow of the late Sun Myung Moon, encouraged UPF 
to launch this initiative that we have named 
International Association of Parliamentarians for 
Peace. Basically, it’s the same principle we have been 
operating under – to provide occasions, forums, 
opportunities for dialogue which can move 
stakeholders toward mutual respect and understanding 
across political, party and national lines, so that what 
emerges is a global association of parliamentarians. 

Now there are many such associations or organizations.  
In fact, there is differentiation between inter-
parliamentary organizations that are more 
governmental in nature and inter-parliamentary 
associations that are non-governmental, that are more 
informal associations, and the IAPP is the latter. It's 
really a civil society initiative that seeks to convene or 
provide forums for parliamentarians. On the one hand, 
we could create occasions for parliamentarians from 
Canada and the United States to come together to 
dialogue. Or it could be broader – a gathering of 
parliamentarians from the Americas, say, or a global 
gathering, and once again, from diverse political parties, 
from diverse nationalities, parliamentarians represent 
diverse religious, cultural, ethnic, civilizational 
backgrounds and create this dialogue, because 
parliamentarians are in a pivotal position in terms of the 
governance of the nations of the world, and virtually all 
nations have some form of parliament.  

So, this coming together of parliamentarians is aimed at 
addressing the critical problems – which have been 
UPF’s mission from the beginning – along with other 
organizations that we wholeheartedly associate with 
and partner with. Poverty, hunger, conflict, rising 
extremism, injustice, the environment, addressing 
issues of climate change – working together to address 

these problems. So, within the IAPP, as we grow and 
develop, particularly in 2018, we will be forming 
working groups that center around specific issues. You 
can imagine a working group that would first be 
addressing issues here in Canada, but it could be 
working with parliamentarians from New Zealand, or 
from Hawaii, where there are similar issues, and there 
can be sharing of best practices. What has worked in 
other contexts, what didn’t work, and those best 
practices that yielded information through the dialogue 
can then be brought to bear back in home countries. 

We want to create working groups around various 
topics. One of the key areas – as you know, UPF has its 
root in Korea – which is literally a flashpoint that the 
world is concerned about, that the United Nations is 
concerned about. It’s a very fearful situation, capable of 
beginning a World War III that could be nuclear. It's 
extremely serious. So, we have already begun to create 
a working group of parliamentarians from East and 
West to seek to prevent conflict on the Korean 
peninsula and to promote peace and stability in North-
East Asia, as one example.  

We have been active for decades in the Middle East, 
particularly in Israel and Palestine, working toward a 
solution. We’ve had meetings in Ramallah in the West 
Bank and are working toward creating dialogue in that 
very difficult context. 

So, establishing working groups – some are very 
interested in cultural issues, the problems of marriage 
and family, the breakdown of marriage and family. This 
is an interest of Universal Peace Federation. And 
indeed as the topic today is on youth – Reaching 
Indigenous Youth – the issue of youth and their vast 
potential, indeed, the emerging generation. There are 
many downsides to what technology is bringing. All 
those challenges can be addressed. The topic of youth 
– both the problems unique to youth and the coming 
generation, and also the great potential and opportunity 
of working with young people – is an important topic 
for the work of UPF, and for this new association of 
Parliamentarians for Peace.  

We launched IAPP in Korea in February 2017 and did 
regional programs in Korea and Japan. We were in the 
House of Westminster in the United Kingdom, we 
were in Zambia and Burkina Faso in Africa, Paraguay 
in South America, Costa Rica in Central America, 
Australia, New Zealand; places around the world where 
this initiative is growing. We are very happily working 
with other parliamentary associations. We recognize the 
great work that has been done by the Inter-parliamentary 
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Union which enjoys observer status at the United 
Nations. They began pioneering inter-parliamentary 
associations over a hundred years ago, and we want to 
be a constructive and supportive partner.  

I’m very impressed by this gathering of the many 
significant people here in this auspicious venue on 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa. We have the Hon. Jean 
Augustine here with us, a real champion of universal 
values and justice in Canada and throughout the world.  

I want to commend Dr. Kim, Mr. Duffy, Mr. Famularo 
and others who are here. Rev. Chae Hee Lee, who spent 
many years developing the UPF program, is here. Dr. 
Auckbaraullee, thank you for all your good work over 
the years, and there are many others. 

I’ll just say this: I see the photographers circulating and 
others taking notes – the report of this conference will 
be written up, uploaded to our website and sent around 
to all our chapters and to Ambassadors for Peace 
throughout the world via our e-newsletter, and believe 
me, they will be encouraged and inspired. They will be 
happy to hear about the topic addressed today at such 
a substantial level. It was no superficial treatment of this 
topic, but we had extremely good speakers, and many 
parliamentarians participating today, so I am very 
encouraged by what Jean Augustine has put together on 
this occasion. 

I’m very happy to be here. I applaud the work that’s 
being done, and if there is anything I can do in my 
capacity as Chairman of UPF, I’m in New York, about 
an hour’s flight from here. MP Anita Vandenbeld, who 
arranged the venue for us, and who was just in New 
York for meetings at the United Nations, agreed next 
time she’s there we’ll meet for lunch together, and 
others have invited me to lunch next time I come to 
Ottawa. 

So, I applaud you – a very impressive program and a 
wonderfully diverse audience. To look out on this 
group – you don’t see it from my vantage point, but you 
are a beautiful sight to behold. So, thank you for giving 
me an opportunity to share a few words with you today, 
and let’s continue this work together for the sake of 
building a world of universal and lasting peace. 

Thank you. 

 



 

 

 

EYNOTE SPEAKER 

INTRODUCTION BY ARNOLD VIERSEN 
MP for Peace River — Westlock 

Good afternoon. 

My name is Arnold Viersen and I am a Conservative 
Member of Parliament. The riding I represent covers 
one-third of northern Alberta and has fourteen First 
Nations and three Métis Settlements. I am honoured to 
be here today and bring greetings on behalf of the 
Leader of the Official Opposition, Andrew Scheer.  

Reaching Indigenous Youth is critical to cultivating 
communities and families that can thrive and flourish. 
I hear this regularly on the Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs Committee I sit on. We believe that 
reconciliation is the work of generations, so engaging 
Indigenous youth must be a core component of our 
efforts to move forward.  

We also must recognize the tragic impact of actions by 
past governments to remove children from the care of 
their parents. The devastating results of the destruction 
of the basic family unit by both residential school 
system and the 60’s scoop is a lesson that should not be 
lost on any of us.  

While we cannot change the past, we can decide today 
to not repeat the mistakes that hurt so many. Therefore 
part of reaching youth requires us to recognize the 
strength that comes in the basic family unit and to build 
on that strength. As legislators, we must protect and 
cultivate the rights of Indigenous parents to pass on 
their culture and beliefs to their children.  

It is fundamentally the role of Indigenous parents, not 
the state, to raise their children. When parents are 
supported in this role of passing on their beliefs and 

K 
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culture, Indigenous youth will flourish. And as I have 
personally visited First Nations in my riding, it is 
impossible to miss the impact and see the pride that 
Indigenous youth have when they know who they are 
and where they come from. This is such an important 
part of the healing journey we are all on, and gives hope 
for the future. 

I am also honoured to have the opportunity to 
introduce our keynote speaker for today’s luncheon. 
Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard is a proud member of the 
Wik-wem-ikong First Nation and currently serves as 
the director of the First Peoples House of Learning at 
Trent University. Following in the footsteps of her 
mother Jeannette Corbiere Lavell, a noted advocate for 
Indigenous women’s rights, she has been working 
toward the empowerment of Aboriginal women and 
their families. Dawn is also a full-time mother of three 
girls. 

Dawn has also served as the President of the Ontario 
Native Women's Association for 11 years. Most 
recently, Dawn served as the President of Native 
Women’s Association of Canada from 2015-2016 and 
it is in this capacity that I first had the privilege to first 
meet her a year and a half ago.  

Recently I introduced a motion in Parliament to study 
the health impact of internet-based, violent, sexually 
explicit material on youth and adults. Violent, sexually 
explicit material has become a primary source of 
information about sex and a significant factor 
influencing sexual behaviors for children and 
adolescents. It is these negative, degrading and violent 
influences that are often reaching youth first. So we 
need to support programs like the Anishinaabe I am a 
Kind Man4 campaign and the Moose Hide5 Campaign that 
are directly reaching out to youth and restoring First 
Nation Culture.  

I was moved during our meeting by Dawn’s passion to 
see our youth grow up in a culture that upholds the 
dignity of women, combats violence against women 
and girls, and protects the spirit of our boys. It is one 
we both strongly share! 

So, without further ado, please join me in welcoming 
Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard.  



                                                                 
4 A program started in Thunder Bay, Ontario, aimed at ending violence 

against Indigenous women by supporting men. 

 

DR. DAWN LAVELL-HARVARD 
Trudeau Scholar, Past President of Native 
Women’s Association of Canada 

Hani, bozhou, segi, segoli, skanowagan, bonjour, good 
afternoon. 

I am very honoured to be here today. But I initially 
wondered why I was asked to speak at this event 
because clearly, I am no longer a youth. And when I 
saw the UPF logo with the doves, it came to mind that, 
growing up, my traditional name was Wamimi, which in 
our language means White Dove. So, maybe I was meant 
to be here with you today. 

I want to thank elders who started us off this morning 
with a wonderful song and a prayer, the organizers who 
have made this fabulous event happen, and all of you 
who have taken time out of your very busy schedule on 
this all-important day. We had somebody this morning 
wearing his Halloween costume, and I’m not sure if you 
realize that I, too, decided to wear my Halloween 
costume today. And I thought, what would be the 
scariest thing for people on Parliament Hill – an 
Indigenous Leader! 

But, seriously, I want to acknowledge that we are 
meeting here today on the traditional territory of the 
Algonquin people, and even as an Agawa and 
Anishinaabequai, I, too, am a guest here in this territory. 

And at the risk of giving away too much about my age, 
I have to admit that I have been involved with 
Indigenous activism for over forty years. So, yes, when 
I was a child, I was that babe in my mother’s arms as 

5 A grassroots movement started in British Columbia, in which 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous men join together to stand up against 
violence towards Indigenous women. 
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she protested on Parliament Hill. Other families, other 
moms would knit – we made protest signs and banners. 
I thought everyone’s family went to protest on the 
weekends - who knew they all played hockey! 

My mother had the courage to stand up. When she lost 
her status because she married my father, a non-
Indigenous man, she was sent a cheque and a letter that 
basically said “Congratulations. You are no longer an 
Indian.” She lost her home, she lost her land, she lost 
the right to even be in our community. This didn’t 
happen to Indigenous men if they married out, and this 
was wrong, it was clear discrimination, and so she stood 
up. 

They, in fact, went all the way to the Supreme Court. 
And at a time when the national native organizations 
had had full expense accounts to go and speak against 
their own women, our women were holding bake sales 
and raffles and piling ten and fifteen women into cars 
and heading off to Ottawa. One woman would check 
into the hotel – and my job was to go around to the 
back door so that the other fifteen could sneak in. 
They’d all share a room. 

But at the time, even our own chief said this is so 
important; this impacts so many of our women and 
children, and we have to keep fighting this fight. He 
said, but you understand that once you go outside our community, 
when you go to Ottawa, I have to go with the party line and I 
have to speak against you. 

She got threats. There would be phone calls to our 
home saying, If you don’t stop this, if you don’t drop this court 
case, you’re going to start having accidents. She said she didn’t 
care, this is about doing the right thing. So then she got 
other phone calls – they tried to scare her by saying, you 
can’t watch your children 24/7. You can’t be with them all the 
time. They will start having accidents. And she said, it’s for 
them that I’m doing this, so I won’t stop. It’s for all of 
those children.  

Sadly, we know that she lost by one vote at the Supreme 
Court of Canada. And one of the chief justices said that 
he didn’t really understand what all the fuss was about, 
that she hadn't really lost anything, didn’t have any 
hardship because we all know what it’s like on an Indian 
Reserve. You should be happy that a White man would marry 
you. Tragically, this attitude was very much reflected in 
that generation. That attitude is a legacy that we are still 
struggling to overcome – that you are better off being 
anything other than an Indian in this country.  

So do you wonder why, in the context of youth, I tell 
you this story? Not because my mom is awesome and I 

like to brag about her, which she is and I do, but 
because it’s about how one person can make a change. 
In fact, one very small person can stand up to the 
government of Canada and make a change. And 
because of her, thousands of Indigenous women and 
children were reintegrated into their communities. 

And when I say small, she’s actually not even five feet 
tall. We went to a gathering like this at the University of 
Toronto. She spoke from behind a huge wooden 
podium, and we in the room couldn’t see her but could 
only hear her voice. That’s the voice I still hear in my 
head all the time, my mother’s voice coming from 
nowhere. 

But many don’t know, back in 1985 when Bill C-31 
passed, and those women were reinstated, things 
weren't made right. They created several different 
categories. Those women did not get back their original 
status; they're still fighting. And the current 
government is still continuing this discrimination. 
Unfortunately, the current legislation without the 
Senate 6-1A amendments means that, with the 1951 
cut-off, those women, those brave warriors who picked 
up that fight, those women who are now in their 70s 
and 80s will be excluded. I know the government has 
promised a second stage – but when you are 80 years 
old and you are looking at the end of your journey, you 
may not be here to see that second stage. It's too late 
for some of those women. So, it's important that we 
remember. 

But change has to happen. We cannot accept to live in 
a country that ignores the basic rights of these women 
because they are simply too old. An apology becomes 
meaningless if we are still continuing the behaviours. I 
think that’s what the conversation needs to be about 
today.  

In this context, when I was asked to talk about 
Indigenous youth and reconciliation, I struggled over 
what to say. Clearly, I’m no longer a youth. The 
challenge is that recently we are all talking about 
reconciliation but we’re only addressing half the 
equation. We have to remember that it was called the 
TRUTH and Reconciliation Commission and that 
there can be no reconciliation without first 
acknowledging, indeed accepting, the truth. And by 
this, I mean the whole truth. 

Now as we celebrate Canada 150, in order to talk about 
reconciliation, we need to explore the truth about our 
joint history, and not only the heroes, the victories and 
the battles. Our history is like a marriage – with the 
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arrival of the in-laws, you have to embrace the good, 
the bad and the ugly. 

We must remember there were two parties that signed 
each of those treaties, and whether your last name was 
Smith or Piroquonoquai or Mishabishqua or Trudeau 
(that may not be the best example because my great-
grandfather was a Trudeau) we are all treaty people 
here. That said, we see that the burden of reconciliation 
rests on all of our shoulders and that’s why we're here 
today, to determine how we do move forward.  

I'm reminded of a conversation I had with my 
grandmother back when I was about sixteen and my 
cousins and I had come up from the city. We were 
wearing our short skirts and our high heels, and she had 
taken us out into the swamps to pick sweetgrass6. As 
we were stomping through the swamps in our heels and 
getting stuck, she explained to us why we were picking 
sweetgrass. She pulled a blade of grass and said, “Try to 
break this.” I thought it was a trick because it’s super 
easy to break.  

Then she braided it and said, “This is like pulling our 
peoples together.” Binding the sweetgrass together in a 
braid, she said, “Now try to break this.” So I tried to 
break it, but it couldn’t be done. Even when it’s old, 
brittle and dry, the braid can’t be broken, whereas the 
single, individual strand is easily broken. If you’re trying 
to stand alone against racism and hatred, you’re easily 
broken. But when we stand together, in groups like we 
are here today, with all of our voices together, then we 
are strong, and that’s what matters. This whole 
conversation is about unity. 

Speaking of Indigenous youth, we know that 
Indigenous people are currently the fastest growing 
group of the Canadian population, with the highest 
proportion of youth and the highest birth rates, but 
sadly we also know that an Indigenous child has a 
greater chance of going to prison than he or she does 
of finishing high school, because of that legacy. 

Why is this? As we look into the various theories, we 
find that racist stereotypes cast Indigenous people as 
just inherently less intelligent. Remember that course in 
first-year university in which brain size was being 
compared among the different races, and they would 
try to measure the skull capacity by filling it with grains 
– remember? And they would compare the white skulls, 
the African-American skulls and the Indigenous skulls. 
I can just imagine those white researchers saying, 

                                                                 
6 Sweetgrass is considered a sacred plant by many Indigenous tribes in 

North America. It has a sweet and long-lasting aroma. 

“Here’s a white skull, let’s cram a few more grains into 
that one…” We don’t accept that type of research any 
longer – it’s too easy to cheat.  

Then there are the cultural poverty theories that say that 
people are poor because they come from a culture that 
doesn’t have a good work ethic, and that’s based on a 
belief that Canada is a meritocracy where we can all 
have the same opportunity to succeed, and so the poor 
are poor because they didn’t work hard. And that’s not 
to say that those who are wealthy didn’t work hard, but 
that’s to say that those people who are poor worked 
hard, too. In fact, it’s harder to survive day to day when 
you are poor. They work just as hard if not harder than 
others. 

So we then move to my current favourite theory about 
why this happens to Indigenous youth, why they’re 
more likely to go to prison. It’s because they made poor 
choices – they chose a high-risk lifestyle. When they’re 
on the streets, when they’re involved in the sex trade, 
gangs – and shockingly, yes, I agree, our youth live 
high-risk lifestyles, but not because of choice. Nobody 
makes that choice; it’s a lack of choice. Our youth, our 
children, yes, they’re at risk, because they’re born at risk 
when they’re born into a community that, as a result of 
hundreds of years of oppression, broken treaties, racist 
legislation, forced relocation, outright assault on our 
peoples. Our kids are born at risk when they’re born in 
communities that have no housing, no clean water, no 
hydro, no jobs, no schools. Many don’t even have a 
road into the community. No connection to the rest of 
Canada. 

And this sounds like one of those Save the Children 
commercials on Sunday morning public television that 
you didn’t want to see, about the starving children who 
had no clean water. But we’re not talking about third 
world countries. We’re talking about our people who 
are at risk because their families are struggling to 
survive in third world conditions in the midst of one of 
the richest countries in the world. Seriously, how many 
communities are still under boiled water advisory? 
Some communities have been under boiled water 
advisory for twenty years. And for some, no amount of 
boiling can boil away the toxins.  

So it’s no wonder we have a youth suicide problem. Of 
course, our kids are at risk when they’re struggling to 
survive. Studies show that 50 to 60 percent of 
Indigenous children live in poverty. As a researcher, I 
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always wondered how we get these concepts like children 
living in poverty?  They don’t live with moms who work 
on Bay Street and drive BMWs. There aren’t Peter Pan 
communities of lost boys running around in the woods 
living in poverty. Typically, these are single-parent 
families living in poverty. And this has a devastating 
impact when we start talking about the child protection 
situation. Thirty to forty percent of Indigenous children 
are in the care of the child welfare system. In some 
provinces, it’s as high as 80 percent. There are more 
children now in the care of child welfare agencies than 
there were in residential schools at the height of the 
residential school system.  

Our kids are twice as likely to be apprehended for 
parental neglect, so again we have to ask ourselves why 
is this? Are Indigenous people just inherently bad 
parents? (We heard this morning that some of them 
wear red lipstick). I taught in the Faculty of Education 
at Queens University for a time, and part of our job was 
to teach those young teacher candidates to look for 
signs of child neglect. We taught them, if you have kids 
that come to school with no lunch, consistently, that’s 
a sign of neglect. Don’t forget: this is Canada. If you 
have kids who come to school with no gloves, no 
proper boots, no warm coat, no hat - it’s a sign of 
neglect, right?  

I have three girls. Every September I’d go to Dollarama 
and buy about 20 pairs of gloves because they’d lose 
about a pair a week. So, if you don’t have enough 
money to do that, your kids are going to school with no 
gloves. If you don’t even have enough money to buy 
that first warm winter jacket, how do you replace it 
when it gets lost? If you have to choose between paying 
rent and paying for food… Most of those mothers 
themselves didn’t eat the week before so their kids 
could have lunch for at least three weeks every month. 
That’s poverty; that’s not neglect. And unfortunately, 
they’re taking our children away. Our families are not 
allowed to take those children in because they, too, are 
living in third world conditions.  

This makes the issue of the underfunding of the First 
Nation child welfare agencies even more critical. This 
isn’t just about principles of right and wrong, and social 
justice, and discrimination - this is about lives. This is 
about those precious, young lives. We know that 
previous involvement with child welfare agencies is 
cited as the most common factor among those who 
have entered into the sex trade. A study showed that 
70% of the kids being exploited on the streets of 
Winnipeg were Indigenous, and 70% of those exploited 

Indigenous kids were currently in the care of the child 
welfare system while they were being exploited on the 
streets. And I say children, not girls because it was girls 
and boys on those street corners. 

While I was giving this speech somewhere in my former 
capacity and we were talking about missing and 
murdered women, and an elder came up to me and said: 
“Why do you talk about missing and murdered?” She 
said, “My glasses go missing a couple times a day, my 
car keys go missing, my wallet goes missing all the time. 
People don’t just go missing. Our young people are 
being stolen and that’s why you need to call it what it is.” 

I realized that in Canada, 95% of the victims of human 
trafficking are Canadian, and a disproportionate 
number of those are Indigenous. Unfortunately, all of 
the conversations about a woman’s right to choose 
what to do with her body, about rights to sex trade 
(everybody remembers the Bedford case in Ontario) - 
it’s an absolute distraction and a completely illogical 
extension of the feminist argument about a woman’s 
right to do what she wants with her body, when you 
know the average age of a girl recruited to the sex trade 
is 13. A 13 average means that for every girl that was 14 
or 15 there are those of age 11 or 12 to make the 
average. That’s not a grown woman making a choice of 
what to do with her body, that’s a child being exploited. 
They’re not old enough to drink, they’re not old enough 
to drive or vote, or buy cigarettes; they’re not old 
enough to make those kinds of choices. This is what 
we’re talking about.  

Tragically, for Indigenous girls, the age is even younger. 
We’ve had stories of girls as young as 8 years old being 
approached by pimps and recruiters on their way home 
from the park, on their way home from school. So, 
what do we do to change this? What can do to make 
sure that we have a different outcome so that by the 
time those girls being born this year reach school age, 
they’re not facing this same thing? Yes, our kids come 
to school with a lot of baggage. Yes, they’re struggling 
in the classrooms. We can’t change those children, but 
we can change the circumstances that they’re living in.  

Let’s look at some of these barriers. Our students have 
the same problems as all of the average students. They 
have the same problems as the international students 
because if you’re coming from a remote, fly-in 
community and you’re being dropped into an urban 
centre, it might as well be a different country. And they 
have the same problems as the first-generation 
students. They don’t have those older cousins, parents, 
grandparents, who are able to show them the ropes, 
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able to show them the ways in the academic sphere – 
all those things that are not contained in the student 
handbook.  

We have higher rates of disabilities, higher rates of 
learning challenges, and then onto this add racism. 
Here’s the biggest insult. So, for example, yes, many of 
our First Nations students have bad funding. However, 
because there was a funding cap, many First Nations 
have to choose between funding a small number of 
students adequately or funding more students a little bit 
and hoping for the best. And the second option is what 
most First Nations are doing. 

So, we have our students who are coming to the cities, 
who are trying to go to school, underfunded, and they 
get the worst slap in the face : as they’re on the 
treadmill, next to somebody, or in the cafeteria line-up 
with somebody who says, “You’ve got lots of money, 
you get a free education and my daddy’s taxes pay for 
your education.” I heard that crap when I went to 
school; I have students every week coming in telling me 
they’re still hearing this. Racism – we need to teach our 
young people how to deal with it.  

When some people look at an Indigenous youth, they 
say, “Funny, you don’t look Native”. We struggled with 
what to say in response, what to teach our young people 
who may be, as we heard this morning, struggling with 
their identity. Maybe because of the residential schools, 
maybe because of the 60’s scoop, they want to connect, 
but they are unsure about their Indigenous identity in 
2017.  

Once when Mary Simon was talking about the Inuit, 
she told me a story about her fair and blue-eyed 
grandson. Someone told him, “Funny, you don’t look 
Inuit,” and he said, “This is what Inuit looks like in 
2017.” And I thought, Right on. This is what we’re 
dealing with. All the research tells us why our students 
fail and I can make a list as long as my arm. Still, that 
accounts for why they fail, but that doesn’t tell us how 
they succeed. It doesn’t tell us how we can build 
success.  

So, I started looking. I interviewed 36 youngsters who 
were about to graduate or had graduated – extremely 
successful, strong, resilient, brave, young Indigenous. 
What was the difference between success and failure? 
Overwhelmingly it was because somebody believed in 
them – their mom or grandma or auntie, or if they 
weren’t around, maybe it was a teacher, a social worker, 
or even a probation officer. Somebody looked at them 
and they were able to see through the crap and the 

crisis, and see that human being that had potential, and 
believed in them and was there to pick them up when 
they failed, brush them off, dust them off, and send 
them back in. Because, yes, our students may drop out 
more often, but imagine the persistence it takes to keep 
going back and going back until they graduate. That’s 
what matters. 

So, what do we do? There are days when I don’t want 
to do this anymore – when I don’t want to hear about 
a youth who has come to Thunder Bay hoping for an 
education and ends up in the river. I’m tempted to 
crawl under a rock somewhere where the issue isn’t on 
the radar. And I had a moment of this sort of 
breakdown when I was at the UN. I met this woman 
from South America and she said “But no, you have 
that spirit of the hummingbird, how can you give up?” 
And she said, “I noticed that you are wearing that 
hummingbird on your skirt, you have hummingbirds on 
your earrings, you have that spirit of the hummingbird, 
you must know.” 

I thought of my mom who gave me the hummingbird 
earrings that I wear. She told me once of a story among 
her people about a time when the fires were blazing in 
the forests and most the animals had run away, and 
those that could hide underground had hidden. 

Those who were left were standing around watching 
this blazing fire, arguing and bickering about what 
someone else should do. Meanwhile a tiny 
hummingbird was flying to the river to pick up one 
drop of water in his little beak and returning to the fire 
he would drop his one wee drop which probably fizzled 
before it even hit the flames. Back and forth he’s going, 
his little wings are singed, and the others start laughing, 
they’re laughing at him saying “Hummingbird, what do 
you think you’re doing?” And without missing a beat 
that hummingbird says: “I am doing the best that I 
can.” 

That’s what matters. Because if you are not part of the 
solution, you are indeed part of the problem. And one 
drop at a time, we can make a difference. We have seen 
that over hundreds of years if one drop of water at a 
time can wear away the hardest rock, then thousands of 
drops together, when we unite, become a deluge that 
can put out those fires of racism, sexism, prejudice and 
stereotypes. So together, one drop at a time, we can 
make a difference and that’s why we’re here today.  

Thank you. 
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THE BLANKET EXERCISE 

The Blanket Exercise is an interactive learning 
experience that teaches the Indigenous rights history 
that is rarely taught. It was first developed by KAIROS 
in response to the 1996 Report of the Royal 
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, which 
recommended education on Canadian-Indigenous 
history as one of the key steps to reconciliation. The 
Exercise covers over 500 years of history. 

Participants put themselves in the role of Indigenous 
peoples in Canada. Standing on blankets that represent 
the land, they walked through pre-contact, treaty-
making, colonization and resistance. They were  

NOTE OF REFLECTION 

For far too long Canada (our government) and 
Canadians have been ignorant, either innocently or 
willfully, about the incredible value Indigenous 
teachings can bring us. Worse, and tragically for both 
Indigenous peoples and the rest of Canadians, Canada 
and the Crown have persecuted and degraded the 
Indigenous peoples to an extent that it’s difficult for  

 

 

 

 

guided by young facilitators representing a narrator and 
the European colonizers. Participants were involved in 
the experience emotionally and intellectually by reading 
scrolls and carrying cards which ultimately determined 
their outcomes. 

Following the exercise, the participants took time to 
discuss the experience, sharing their impressions and 
their new awareness of Indigenous history in Canada. 

The Blanket Exercise is an effective educational and 
empathetic tool. 

 

 

 

most of us to see and accept that these people may well 
hold the key to our survival as a race on this earth. 

Our ability to live in harmony with Nature will be 
increasingly important as we pursue a reckless course 
of abusing ‘Mother Earth’, as they would call this 
planet. Pause and think deeply about the concept of 
MOTHER earth. How can we continue to ravage our 
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own mother? If we can understand ourselves as part of 
Nature, as natural creatures, then we will change. 

So reaching Indigenous Youth is vital for all of us 
because they are the receptacles that will either 
encapsulate the teachings of the elders or not; or 
commit suicide, or get stoned or get angry and end up 
in jail.  Most will do none of the above but will become 
more and more like ‘mainstream’ Canadians, which 
itself is sad. Who will save the songs of the Elders that 
encapture the heart and soul of their traditions? We 
have heard about these things during the conference – 
the hope and the sadness but also about a strong 
determination to shape a future which looks more like 
the former days of their people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, those were the voices of primarily young 
Indigenous women and men who attended. You must 
also wonder about the voices that did not speak. 
Nonetheless, the event was a mystical and spiritual time 
well worth remembering and distilling into a teaching 
instrument as is documented here.  

A heart of gratitude goes out to all who poured their 
own into its success. 

DANIEL STRINGER, Co-ordinator 
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SPEAKERS’ BIOS 

THE HONOURABLE JEAN AUGUSTINE was born in 
St. George's, Grenada, and is an energetic advocate of 
social justice. Before entering politics, she was an 
elementary school principal and Chair of the Board of 
the Metropolitan Toronto Housing Authority. In 1993, 
she became the first Black woman elected to Canada’s 
Parliament and first to serve in the federal Cabinet. 
During her years as an MP, Jean Augustine served 
notably as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime 
Minister of Canada and as Secretary of State and 
Minister of State for Multiculturalism and the Status of 
Women. Among her accomplishments as an MP was 
the introduction of a motion, to have February 
proclaimed as Black History Month in Canada and a 
motion to have the Statue of the Famous Five placed 
on Parliament Hill. During her tenure as Ontario’s first 
Fairness Commissioner from 2007 and 2015, she was 
responsible for ensuring that qualified foreign-trained 
professionals could obtain the required licenses to 
practice in the province. Throughout her career, 
Augustine has supported many social causes such as 
that of The Hospital for Sick Children, the Board of the 
Urban Alliance on Race Relations, and as the National 
President of the Congress of Black Women of Canada. 
In recognition of her achievements, she was inducted 
as Member of the Order of Canada and Commander of 
the Order of the British Empire. She was awarded 
many distinctions, including the Canadian Black 
Achievement Award, the YWCA Woman of 
Distinction. She holds honorary doctor of laws degrees 
from the University of Toronto, McGill University, 
York University and Guelph University, University of 
Windsor and Trent U. She is the mother of two 
daughters and grandmother of two boys. 

 

ROBERT-FALCON OUELLETTE comes from Red 
Pheasant First Nation in Saskatchewan and was raised 
in Calgary. He moved to Winnipeg in 2010 and quickly 
earned a reputation as a diligent community advocate 
working to bridge racial and economic divides. Robert-
Falcon was a Program Director for the Aboriginal 
Focus Programs at the University of Manitoba, where 
he was a Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council funded researcher on education and Métis 
issues of identity. He is passionate about addressing and 
solving inner-city issues, city planning, and transit. 

Robert-Falcon spent 19 years with the Canadian Armed 
Forces, retiring from full-time service as Petty Officer 

2nd class with the appointment of Sergeant at Arms in 
5th Field Ambulance in Valcartier, Quebec. He also has 
worked as a professional musician with La Fanfarniente 
della Strada Gypsy Band in Québec City. Robert-
Falcon holds a PhD from Université Laval where he 
published his thesis. 

Robert-Falcon Ouellette is a Canadian politician who 
was previously a candidate for Mayor of Winnipeg in 
the 2014 municipal election and is now the Member of 
Parliament for the riding of Winnipeg Centre in the 
House of Commons. 

 

MICHAEL SWINWOOD is legal counsel to Elders 
Without Borders, a non -profit corporation 
incorporated in 1999 based on the work undertaken 
with William Commanda, the Spiritual Leader of the 
Algonquin Peoples. From 1995 to 1999, Michael, his 
wife Susan and Grandfather William Commanda 
interviewed native Elders throughout North and South 
America. Elders without Borders is dedicated to the 
Memory of William Commanda and the pursuit of 
sovereignty and self determination for all Indigenous 
peoples on Turtle Island. Presently Michael works with 
Blackfoot Elder Douglas Cardinal and the twelve 
traditional Grandmothers of Pikwakanagan to preserve 
the Chaudiere Falls and the adjacent Islands as a sacred 
site. 

 

GABRIELLE FAYANT is co-founder of the Assembly of 
Seven Generations (A7G) and Program Manager of an 
economic youth program called ReachUp! North. 
Fayant is an Indspire laureate for the 2015 Metis Youth 
Award. She has worked with several National 
Aboriginal Organizations and various local, provincial 
and national committees and advisory boards on 
Indigenous inclusion specifically for youth. She is 
currently working on a new television show called 
Noongom which talks about Indigenous people today 
and is helping host the Michif Hour on CKCU radio. 
Fayant also sings with a women's hand drum group 
called Spirit Flowers and helps facilitate drum circles to 
encourage other young people to find their voice. 

 

MITCH HUGUENIN is a citizen of the Métis Nation of 
Ontario and a direct descendant of the Drummond 
Island Métis. While history has largely forgotten them, 
these mixed-blood people once gathered around 
Mackinaw and Drummond Island, specifically about 
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the time of the coalition of the two fur companies. 
Following the War of 1812 and the ceding of 
Drummond to the United States, my ancestors and 
many other Métis families migrated from Drummond 
Island to Penetanguishene. Here they established one 
of Canada’s earliest Metis settlements, predating even 
the Red River Colony. I recognize this place, 
Penetanguishene, (“the land of white rolling sands”) as 
both my traditional and contemporary home. My family 
has retained many of the characteristics of the 
aforementioned voyageurs, or “half-breeds” as we were 
then known, taking naturally to hunting, fishing, and 
farming. I am fortunate to have had many opportunities 
throughout my life to celebrate our unique culture, as 
well as experience other Indigenous traditions from 
across Turtle Island. I am passionate about Indigenous 
education and motivated to create meaningful 
relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples in Canada through values-based teaching and 
sharing. 

 

PHILLIP COMEAU is the National Youth Ambassador 
of the National Urban Inuit Youth Council. Born in 
Iqaluit Nunavut he has been moving around Canada his 
whole life. He currently lives in Ottawa Ontario. Phillip 
works for Tungasuvvingat Inuit as the Education 
Coordinator. 

 

THOMAS WALSH, PH.D. is the Chairman of Universal 
Peace Federation International and Chairman of the 
Sunhak Peace Prize Foundation. He has been a teacher, 
author, and editor with specialization in areas of 
interfaith, religious studies, peace studies, philosophy, 
and social theory. He serves on the International 
Council of the World Association of Non-Governmental 
Organizations and the International Coalition for Religious 
Freedom. He has contributed to and edited more than 20 
books related to interfaith, peace-building and renewal 
of the United Nations. 

 

 

 

 

DAWN LAVELL-HARVARD, PH.D. is a proud member 
of the Wikwemikong First Nation, the first Aboriginal 
Trudeau Scholar, and has worked to advance the rights 
of Indigenous women as the President of the Ontario 
Native Women's Association for 11 years.  

Dawn has recently taken on the role as Director for 
First Peoples House of Learning at Trent University 
since October 2016. Dawn was elected President of the 
Native Women’s Association of Canada at the 41st 
Annual General Assembly, July 11, 2015 in Montreal, 
Quebec and was Vice-President for almost 3 years.  

Dawn is a full-time mother of three girls. Following in 
the footsteps of her mother Jeannette Corbiere Lavell, 
a noted advocate for Indigenous women’s rights, since 
joining the Board of the Ontario Native Women 
Association as a youth director back in 1994, Ms. 
Harvard has been working toward the empowerment 
of Aboriginal women and their families.  She was co-
editor of the original volume on Indigenous Mothering 
entitled “Until Our Hearts Are on the Ground: 
Aboriginal Mothering, Oppression, Resistance and 
Rebirth”, she has also released a book along with Kim 
Anderson, entitled “Mothers of the Nations”, and she 
has recently co-edited a book with Jennifer Brant 
entitled “Forever Loved:  Exposing the Hidden Crisis 
of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
in Canada”. 
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DAY CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

 
 

“REACHING INDIGENOUS YOUTH” 

 

Sponsored by Universal Peace Federation Canada & 

Women’s Federation for World Peace Canada 

 

9:45 AM  Robert Duffy – Intro to Hon. Jean Augustine 

 

   MC Hon. Jean Augustine 

 

Indigenous Drummer – Barbara Hill 

 

   Anishinaabe Welcome & Prayer – Elder Albert Dumont (South Wind) 

 

   O Canada – classical violinist Ralitsa Tcholakova 

 

   Welcome from Host Organizations: 

 

Dr. Moonshik Kim, Chair, UPF Canada 

   Mrs. Lilly Tadin, President, WFWP Canada 

 

Welcome to Parliament Hill: Anita Vandenbeld, MP 

 

10:15 AM                       PANEL: “IS CULTURAL GENOCIDE TO BLAME  

       FOR THE SITUATION OF INDIGENOUS YOUTH?” 

 

Moderator: Robert-Falcon Ouellette, MP 

 

Panelists: Michael Swinwood 

Gabrielle Fayant 

    Phillip Comeau 

    Mitch Huguenin 

 

11:45 AM  INTRODUCTION to I.A.P.P. 

      

   Opening Remarks: Hon. Jean Augustine 

 

Speaker: Dr. Thomas Walsh, Chair, UPF International 

 

Signing of Declaration 

 

12:15 PM  Lunch 

 

12:45 PM  INTRODUCTION to Keynote Speaker: Arnold Viersen, MP 

   KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard 

 

1:15 PM  Classical violinist Ralitsa Tcholakova 

 

1:30 PM  Blanket Exercise led by Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard 
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Dear Member, 

You are cordially invited to participate in a mini-conference on “Reaching Indigenous Youth”, MC’d by 
equality advocate, Hon. Jean Augustine, in Room 100, the Sir. John A. Macdonald Building on, Oct. 31st. 

SCHEDULE 
 

Indigenous Drumming: Grandmother Barbara Hill 

Anishinaabe Greeting & Prayer: Elder Albert Dumont (South Wind) 

Welcome: Anita Vandenbeld, MP 
 

Panel Discussion: Is Cultural Genocide to Blame for the Situation of Indigenous Youth? with Gabrielle 
Fayant, Phillip Comeau, Michael Swinwood and Mitch Huguenin; Moderated by international human 
rights champion, Hon. David Kilgour; Q&A to follow. 
 

Greetings from the Government: Rt. Hon Justin Trudeau (Invited) 
 

Lunch: Catered by Thyme and Again, one of Ottawa’s most prestigious caterers, including arctic char, 
chicken and bannock. 
 

Luncheon Keynote Speaker: Indigenous activist, Dr. Dawn Lavell-Harvard, Director, First People’s 
House of Learning, Trent University; Past President, Native Woman’s Association of Canada 

Blanket Exercise: A teaching tool to share the historic and contemporary relationship between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada. 

Closing Observations: Romeo Saganash, MP (Invited) 
 

This is the Inaugural Event of the Canadian Chapter of International Association of 
Parliamentarians for Peace (IAPP). With anticipation of how Canadian Parliamentarians and former 
Parliamentarians can collaborate to promote peace, the seminar will explore the role of Government and 
Civil Society in addressing one of Canada’s critical challenges.  

IAPP is a global organization of parliamentarians seeking to realize a world of everlasting peace and to 
guide humankind on a path of cooperation and mutual prosperity for future generations.  It is an 
international network created to take on critical issues through the common solidarity and cooperation of 
parliamentarians and is a project of the Universal Peace Federation. 

In Canada, for more than two decades both the Universal Peace Federation (UPF) and the Women’s 
Federation for World Peace (WFWP) have convened compelling conferences and seminars on peace, 
healthy families and social responsibility. We believe your participation in this important gathering will 
contribute to its success.  

The IAPP along with our sponsors, UPF and WFWP, look forward to welcoming you on Tuesday, October 
31, 2017. 

Location: Parliament Hill, Room 100, Sir John A. Macdonald Building, Ottawa  

Time:  9:45 AM to 3:00 PM 

Theme:  “Reaching Indigenous Youth” 

Sponsors: Universal Peace Federation & Women’s Federation for World Peace 

Please join us for this important seminar and launch of a significant national and global forum. Together we 
can further the long term goals of national ‘ReconciliACTION’ and world peace. Please respond by return 
email to reserve your place.  

Thank you. 

 

Moonshik Kim   Robert Duffy   Lilly Tadin 
Chair, UPF   Secretary-General, UPF  President, WFWP 
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UNIVERSAL PEACE FEDERATION and 

WOMEN’S FEDERATION FOR WORLD PEACE 

Share offices at the following addresses in Canada : 

OTTAWA       VANCOUVER 
195 CLEARVIEW AVE., APT. 423    3131 DOUGLAS 
OTTAWA, ON K1Z 6S1      BURNABY, BC V5G 3P1 
 

 
TORONTO      MONTRÉAL 
215 MAVETY STREET     902, AV. SAINTE-CROIX 
TORONTO, ON M6P 2M1     MONTRÉAL (QC) H4L 3Y6 

 

 
WEBSITES      EMAIL 

www.upf.org      canada@upf.org 

www.wfwp.ca      lillytadin@wfwp.ca 
 

fpu.quebec@yahoo.ca (French) 

 
 

 

We support and promote the work of the UN toward the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

THE FIVE PRINCIPLES OF UPF 

We are one human family created by God. The way to rise above the pursuit of 
self-interest is to recognize our common human humanity, given to us by our 
creator. 

The highest qualities of the human being are spiritual and moral in nature. 

Understanding the family as the school of love helps us recognize that family 
is the most essential institution. 

Living for the sake of others is the way to reconcile the divided human family. 

Peace comes through cooperation beyond the boundaries of ethnicity, religion 

and nationality. 

http://www.upf.org/
http://www.wfwp.ca/

