
Statement on the Role of Elders in Realizing a Heavenly Unified World Rooted in the 

Universal Peace Charter 

 

We participants in the Elders’ Conference of Hope convened on February 25, 2023 in Seoul, 

Korea, and sponsored by the Universal Peace Federation, are united by an awareness of the 

essential and unique role and responsibility of the elders of society in assuring the stability and 

well-being of our nation. We share a common commitment to uplifting the core values of our nation 

and to working together to establish a peaceful and prosperous world in which all people live 

together in harmony and with dignity.  

Recognizing that all human beings originate ultimately from the same source, God, our Heavenly 

Parent, and, as a result, we are all members of one human family, One Family of Humanity Under 

God; and,  

Acknowledging that the basic human relationship that exists between human beings and our 

Heavenly Parent is that of being children of our Heavenly Parent, and therefore, the Parenthood of 

God and Heavenly Parentism are the foundation of rebuilding our families, our societies and our 

nation; and,  

Affirming the fact that, as the sons and daughters of the Heavenly Parent, we are endowed not 

only with unique reasoning capacities, but also a capacity to love and care for one another and to 

work together to build a good and heavenly society; and,  

Appreciating the fact that we, as human beings, are blessed by our Heavenly Parent with the 

unique dignity that calls us to honor, value and respect one another, and to understand Heavenly 

Parentism is the foundation of human rights; and,  

Noting not only that are we endowed with basic human rights, but also that we are created to 

exercise our own responsibility, to be accountable for our actions, and to understand that it is our 

duty to live our lives in such a way as to contribute to the well-being of ourselves, our families, 

our neighbors, our fellow-citizens, our nation and the world; and, 

Acknowledging that, rooted in the ideal of Heavenly Parentism, the family is the most basic unity 

of society, and that its health is essential for the well-being of society and the nation; and,  

Recognizing that it is through the family that we transmit core values and traditions from one 

generation to the next, particularly through the guidance of parents and grandparents; and,  

Respecting the essential role of the grandparents in both the family system and the nation, serving 

as the anchor of stability and the primary teacher and guide for future generations; and, 

Recalling the Seoul Resolution, affirmed during the World Summit 2022, which was convened by 

the Universal Peace Federation in Seoul, Korea, in February 2022 with representatives from 157 

nations having diplomatic ties with either North and South Korea, and that called for reconciliation 

and peace on that peninsula, guided by a vision of “two states toward one nation: one peninsula, 

one people, one culture” which opens the way to a “heavenly unified Korea”; and,  



Seeking to expand that vision to the wider global community, toward a heavenly unified world; 

and,  

Pledging to work for the benefit of the whole universal human family, with the aim of creating a 

world of freedom, peace, unity and happiness;  

We hereby propose the following: 

1. To affirm and uplift the elders of society and the nation as the primary and essential guides 

and teachers of the youth and future generations.  

2. To establish an Association of Elders within the community, the wider society, the nation 

and the world, dedicated to building a world of universal and lasting peace.  

3. To promote the value of the natural family as the foundation of the good society and the 

stable nation. 

4. To affirm not only the role of parents within the family system, but also, and most 

essentially, the grandparents.  

5. To raise awareness of the respect due to elders and grandparents for the sake of the society 

and its culture, as well as all its core values and traditions. 

6. To utilize the capacities of the elders as counselors and advisors to all sectors of society, 

including government, civil society, religion, academia, business, the media and the arts. 

7. To promote the strengthening of civil society institutions as essential for lasting peace. 

8. To encourage good relations among religions, cultures and civilizations through dialogue, 

mutual respect and cooperation.  

9. To engage all sectors of society—government, religion, civil society, academia, media, 

business, etc.—in this noble effort.  

10. To engage with the Associations of the Universal Peace Federation on the points mentioned 

in this resolution, and to form Elders Associations that work together with these 

Associations.  

Resolved on this day, February 24, 2023, by 1,000 elders of Think Tank 2022 from 193 nations 

around the world.  


