
UPF Universal Peace Federation  

Our Exodus towards the Promised Land of Peace 

 

The Universal Peace Federation (UPF) is an NGO in General Consultative Status with the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC). As an interdisciplinary, interfaith and international network of 
individuals and organisations, UPF is active in all parts of the world, with the aim of promoting the realisation 
of a global peaceful community based on interdependence, shared prosperity and common universal values 
for the building of lasting peace for the entire international community. 
UPF was founded by Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon and his wife Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon in September 2005 at the 
Lincoln Center in New York City, as an international NGO with the goal of ending international disputes 
through conflict resolution, interfaith dialogue and cooperation, and the promotion of marriage and family; 
ultimately, promoting peace on both the individual and family levels to extend it to the global social 
dimension. The inauguration took place in the presence and with the full support of leaders from every sector 
of life and academic discipline, including religion, politics, business, culture, art and media. 

 

The Founders: Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon and Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon 
 
Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon and his wife, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, have dedicated their entire lives to their 
mission, who went to the most difficult places on earth to help build a global village of peace and happiness. 
They have proposed and applied solutions to difficult problems in areas steeped in the agony and tears of 
our international community: wars, terrorism, hunger, poverty, climate change and environmental problems. 
They have initiated a peace movement which has UPF as its flag bearer and whose motto, "Interdependence, 
Shared Prosperity and Universal Values", transcends individual nations, religions and world views. In a world 
full of conflicts and wars, their long-term solution has always been to build bridges across religious, racial and 
national boundaries. 
 

A vision beyond all borders  

Seeing that man-made barriers created out of self-interest and selfishness prevented the realisation of true 
peace, Mr and Mrs Moon conceived one of the largest transnational infrastructure projects in human history: 
the International Peace Highway Project. At the 1981 International Conference for the Unity of Science they 
proposed for the first time the construction of an International Peace Highway (the Peace Road) with the aim 
of connecting the entire world by road. In 2005, at UPF's inaugural assembly, they proposed the construction 
of the Bering Strait Tunnel / Bridge to connect Alaska and Russia. Their final proposal, to build an undersea 
tunnel between Korea and Japan, as part of the International Peace Highway, is currently under 
development. Transcending ideologies, Mr and Mrs Moon challenged dialectical communism, which denied 
God and religion, and established the International Federation for Victory over Communism (1968) and, at 
the height of the Cold War, launched an international campaign to defeat communism. In 1990, Mr and Mrs 
Moon met with Soviet President and General Secretary of the Communist Party, Mikhail Gorbachev, a 
meeting that had an important role in the peaceful collapse of communism. In 1991, they inspired the 
dialogue for peace between North and South Korea by meeting North Korean leader Kim Il Sung. Since the 
beginning, the Founders have started a number of associations in civil society to address global issues such 
as poverty, climate change and inequality; challenges that are difficult even for countries to address.  

 

A vision of peace and hope 

Within the vision of peace that UPF promotes, there is a statement that can be considered its central and 
fundamental aspect: "Humanity is one Human Family with God as its Parent". 



This is the central and basic aspect. Humanity will not be able to find by itself the common ground to build 
true peace; to do this, it must take into consideration again the centrality of God as its common origin; all 
this in the broader interreligious spirit. The underlying fact is that the universe and all of us are creatures and 
not creators. It means that we are not the custodians or deep knowers of the creative project that generated 
the entire universe, including ourselves. In this sense we must necessarily come to understand what is the 
project and purpose pursued by the One who generated the entire cosmos and humanity.  

The revelation of all this has been entrusted over time to prophets and men of faith. Basically, it has been 
revealed to religious people par excellence. This is where the theme of religions, and the reason why UPF has 
been promoting the inter-religious cooperation during a few decades as the one and only path to build true 
peace, comes in. 

But why were religions born? What is their ultimate purpose? They were generated by enlightened people 
who strongly sought to reconnect with God, the First Cause. And who, on the basis of their intense search or 
their basic goodness, were enlightened and guided; they then became founders of faiths and renewed the 
meaning and value of spirituality for humanity, starting from the framework of their different cultures or 
traditions and bringing them to the next level. If we go beyond the differences in doctrine or rituals that have 
been expressed over time, and study the essence of the founding messages of the different faiths, we find 
an incredible similarity, a real common basis.  

We could therefore say that religions have been of vital importance, in their origins and essences, in elevating 
spirituality and the most important virtues of humanity. The themes of harmony between mind and body, 
equality and fraternity have been developed on the basis of the values promoted in the essence of the 
different faiths. If we examine the revealed aspects of the faiths we find languages and goals that are strongly 
common and analogous. It is only after their birth, on the basis of doctrinal or ritual interpretations or 
wrongful exploitation, that religions have become a source of dispute and division, to the point of the most 
extreme aspects of conflict and war. 

So what should be the role of religions or different faiths in our time? We do not speak of religion as the end 
to be achieved, but as an instrument to achieve the end common to all humanity, namely to build peace. 
From this point of view, the most valuable role that religions should play in our time is to work together to 
put up a common front and cooperate to build the peace that everyone desires. Religions should give the 
example, religions should be in the first line. 

If we were to ask God, whom we consider to be the First Cause of His creative project, or, even better, our 
Common Parent, why He has inspired the seemingly diverse faiths, what might He answer for our 
understanding today? Can a parent repeatedly confuse his children setting some of them against some 
others? If it were so, God would not be God. In fact, if we look at the foundational aspects of the different 
faiths we can see that God has sought to recreate the true dignity of the human being, of all human beings 
without exception, working in different ages or cultures always with the aim of reconnecting the heart and 
spirit of humanity to his heart. Jesus himself, who gave us the most direct and profound message of God as 
our Parent, made it clear that he did not come for a single people but for all humanity. Indeed, the essence 
of the inner message of the different faiths can be applied to anyone, beyond nationalities and cultures. 
Hence a central mission for all faiths at this time arises: to be the standard-bearers of peace building through 
not only dialogue, but also through the rediscovery, in the essence of the message of each faith, of those 
common points that favour the spiritual growth and maturity of heart of each person, not underlining the 
differences but favouring in every possible way the achievement of the common goal: "One Human Family 
with their Parent God at the centre". 

 

The Role of Religions for Peace 

Excerpt from the message on "Religion and the Ideal World" by Dr Sun Myung Moon at the Third 
International Conference of the Interreligious Federation for World Peace - 21 August 1995 - Hilton Hotel, 
Seoul, Korea 



“The central theme of all religions is the ideal world This third International Congress of the Interreligious 
Federation for World Peace (IRFWP) addresses the responsibility of the world’s religions in realizing the 
ideal.  This topic, the ideal world, is at the very heart of each of the world’s religious traditions.  Although each 
religion recognizes the reality of evil, all religions teach of an alternative to the world of evil and 
ignorance.  This alternative world is the ideal world. The pursuit of the ideal is not unique to religion, for all 
people, religious or not, aspire to the ideal. However, determined efforts and good intentions that are out of 
step with Heaven’s way will bear no fruit and will cause more harm than good.   

Therefore, to achieve the ideal we need to clearly understand about God, and we have to know about God’s 
ideal of creation and God’s Will. During this century, due to the disaster spawned by atheistic communism, 
we have clearly observed the tragic results of the pursuit of false ideals.  Communism is a failed social 
movement that denies God and tries to create an ideal human society without God.  Democratic society is 
better than communism, although it will also continue to degenerate and ultimately destroy itself if it ignores 
the providence of God.  The way of goodness and the way of God are one.  Human goodness and ideals can 
neither be achieved nor sustained without a direct connection to the divine reality.  For this reason, we can 
say that anyone who seeks the ideal must understand God’s Will and the importance of religion. 

Who is able to solve the problems of the world that contradict the Will of God?  Religious leaders must assume 
the responsibility to change the reality of wrongdoing, sin and suffering.  Since the day I received my mission 
from God, I have devoted myself to this responsibility.  While absolutely keeping to the path of the Principle 
and the providence, I have fought against the evil that, transcendent of time and space, has penetrated deeply 
into the very lives of human beings.  With all my heart and utilizing all my foundation, I have always done my 
best to seek the cooperation of the world’s religions and religious leaders.  In going this way, I have never 
deserted the responsibility that I vowed to accomplish before God. 

At the Assembly of the World’s Religions in San Francisco in 1990, when I announced the establishment of the 
Interreligious Federation for World Peace, I explained God’s purpose of creation, the essence of true love, and 
the role of True Parents.  I strongly exhorted the participants to work to establish an ethical human society, 
to eradicate decadent culture, and to practice true love and the philosophy of “True Parentism”.  The work to 
regain ideal families through true love and to establish an ethical human society is a precious responsibility 
given to the religious leaders of this era. 

Moreover, religious leaders must take the lead in ending the world’s corruption and wrongdoing.  As long as 
religions remain indifferent to widespread lawlessness, inequality and injustice, they will neither find their 
way out of the swamp of the present reality nor move the world toward the ideal.  It is clear that religious 
practices that have turned into mere formalities need to give way to a living faith.  Religious leaders must set 
an example that leads others out of spiritual desolation to regain their original nature of goodness. 

Religious leaders have the responsibility to lead unconditional and sacrificial lives for the sake of others, and 
to teach this way of life to everyone.  Still today, there is a great deal of poverty and widespread 
starvation.  Inequality has deeply pervaded this world.  The culpability of religious leaders for these problems 
is very great. 

If it were not for the investment of God’s true love, the universe would never have been born.  According to 
the laws of the existence of the universe, the subject partner takes care of its object partner as parents care 
for their children, or as teachers for their students.  However, instead of subject partners taking care of their 
object partners, people in the fallen world try to use others in self-centered ways.  That is why they perish.  I 
believe that religion has to educate others in the heavenly principle of seeking the happiness of others before 
our own happiness. 

Respected religious leaders, I believe that IRFWP must work constructively for the sake of interreligious 
harmony and world peace.  IRFWP must function as the conscience of the world.  It needs to advise and guide 



leaders at every level in the world, including those in politics, economics and education.  It also needs to be 
an example.  Since the great religions were nurtured in the soil of persecution and martyrdom, and stand on 
the foundation of each founder’s great tradition, none of us may avoid sacrifice.  We must re-establish the 
original integrity of religion”. 

The constant search for a path towards Peace 

Since its establishment in 2005, UPF has been constantly searching for a path to Peace. Forward-looking 
initiatives including the International Peace Highway (the Peace Road) project, the construction of the Korea-
Japan undersea tunnel and a bridge / tunnel across the Bering Strait will not only symbolically but also 
substantially connect the entire world. There are also proposals already underway for the construction of a 
fifth UN office in Korea and for the realisation of the Global Peace Park in the demilitarised zone for peace 
purposes on the Korean peninsula; a proposal for the "Establishment of an Interfaith Council at the United 
Nations"; and the development of the World Peace Summit, which promotes and involves a range of 
interreligious and interdisciplinary projects. In this perspective and in line with the hopes of Mr and Mrs 
Moon, UPF not only engages in dialogue and discussion for the realisation of a global village of peace, but 
also supports specific actions. 

 
A spectacular World Summit 2020 
 
From 1 to 8 February 2020, more than 6,000 participants representing 170 countries of the World were 

present in Seoul, Korea for the World Summit 2020, the largest and most articulate ever. Current and former 

heads of state and government, parliamentarians, academics, scientists, journalists, NGO and civil society 

representatives and ministers of the most diverse faiths attended. An incredible impact to focus attention on 

the theme of peace. Thus, the WORLD SUMMIT 2020 has become a substantial and structured expression of 

the vision of Peace that its promoters and founders have been supporting all along, in particular with the 

establishment in 2005 of the Universal Peace Federation. 

This vision of peace rests on a number of fundamental pillars: first, the centrality of God and of His ideal 

project for humanity. Second, the value of the spiritual dimension of life for every human being. Third, the 

central value of the family as the core for building ideal character and maturity of heart for each individual 

person. Fourth, living in the fullest sense for the good of others, that is, altruism as a style of thinking, 

conscience and living. Fifth, and essential in the global reality we live in, is the need to integrate inter-religious 

and inter-disciplinary cooperation focused together on building peace and social cohesion for the entire 

human family. 

And it is precisely on the basis of this central vision that the WORLD SUMMIT 2020 wanted to show in a 

structured way the path through which to build Peace and Harmony among peoples and nations. An 

incredible organisational effort with the purpose of involving and bringing together representatives from all 

the disciplines that have an impact on society, and that can and must play a key role for Peace.  

The sessions that were organised during the Summit were specifically dedicated to the projects that have 

been inaugurated by UPF International in recent years:  

ISCP (International Summit Council for Peace), an international network of current and former heads of 

state and government;  

IAFLP (International Association of First Ladies for Peace), an association that affirms the unique and 

essential role women leaders have in bringing about a world of lasting peace;  

IAPP (International Association of Parliamentarians for Peace), a worldwide association of parliamentarians 

which provides a forum to bring their experience to bear in the search for solutions to our world’s problems;  



IAPD (Interreligious Association for Peace and Development), whose purpose is to promote interreligious 

dialogue, cooperation and exchange of viewpoints among the world’s religions and faith-based organizations.  

IMAP (International Media Association for Peace),a worldwide professional network of journalists who  

address the challenges of our time based on the highest principles of ethical journalism;  

IAED (International Association for Peace and Economic Development), that affirms the role of businesses, 

business leaders, and investors to make the world a better place, addressing its most significant challenges;  

IAAP (International Association of Academicians for Peace), an association affirming the belief that 

academicians, scholars and educators should contribute in the intellectual, moral and spiritual development 

of humanity; 

IAYSP (International Association Youth and Student for Peace), a global network of young people dedicated 

to building a world of peace and mutual prosperity by living for others and creating families of true love; 

For each of these projects, the respective World Peace Assembly was organised during the SUMMIT. Specific 
and dedicated concurrent sessions allowed the participants to share the expertise and experience of each 
discipline, with the aim of identifying how each discipline can contribute to building peace. The most critical 
challenges facing humanity were addressed: historical and emerging conflicts, poverty, climate change and 
ecosystem state, bringing together a large number of experts and stakeholders to deliberate collaboratively 
and offer insights and recommendations. An unprecedented organisational effort. 

 

The 4th SUNHAK prize for Peace 
 
The 2020 Sunhak Peace Prize award ceremony was held in a grand manner during the World Summit 2020 
General Assembly. The title of this fourth edition was in fact "Special Award 2020 for the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of Rev Dr Sun Myung Moon".  

Proposed by Dr Hak Ja Han Moon in 2013, the SUNHAK Peace Prize honours people and organisations that 
have made significant contributions to peace, human development and restoring the balance between 
humanity and the natural environment. The recipients of the award in this fourth edition were: 

Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan is a pioneer who has devoted his entire life to religious harmony, believing that 
dialogue and reconciliation between religions are the basis for human peace.  Born in Jerusalem in 1950 as a 
Palestinian refugee, Bishop Younan has been on the path of religious harmony for more than four decades 
since he was appointed a Lutheran priest in 1976.  In particular, he led religious harmony for world peace by 
serving as chairman of the Lutheran World Federation from 2010 to 2017, building a wide network of religious 
leaders from different faiths. 

The Senegalese President Macky Sall, a leader who displays a virtuous model of good governance in Africa.  
Since his election as Senegalese president in 2012, he has been leading the stabilization of democracy in West 
Africa, raising Senegal to be the one of the most stable countries on the African continent, achieving the rule 
of law and human rights, poverty eradication and economic development. 

Former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon became the first South Korean to become the UN Secretary-
General in 2006, successfully serving two terms and contributing greatly to peace.  During his 10-year tenure, 
Ban led the United Nations to fight and overcome the unprecedented global challenges and crises, including 
the global economic crisis, climate change, terrorism, and refugee issues.  As a leader of world peace, he 
prepared global measures against climate change, adopted an agenda for sustainable development, 
presented a new vision to the world, and contributed greatly to the promotion of human rights, including 
gender equality.  

The SUNHAK Peace Prize Committee organised an award ceremony on 5 February 2020 as part of SUMMIT 
2020 at the KINTEX Convention Centre in Seoul, in the presence of Dr Hak Ja Han Moon, founder of the award, 
and SUNHAK Peace Prize Committee Chairman Il Sik Hong, together with 5,000 leaders from 100 countries. 



The three winners were presented with a medal and a plaque, as well as a cash prize of USD 500,000 to 
support their humanitarian projects. 
 

UPF and the “Rally of Hope” initiative  

In order to be able to build one human family of peace, it is necessary to start by imagining how the world 

we desire to build and in which we would like to live should look like. 

How good it would be if there were: 

- A peace movement supported by the solidarity and cooperation of heads of state from nations all 

over the world; 

- A global interfaith and interdenominational movement led by representatives of different religious 

traditions working together in harmony to promote and uplift the family; 

- A movement of media professionals from around the world who uphold ethical and moral values in 

society; 

- An interdisciplinary movement of scholars from all academic backgrounds that recognises and 

promotes a set of universal principles at the base of all existence; 

- A movement of economists and entrepreneurs who promote interdependence and shared prosperity 

while working for a more equitable distribution of resources; 

- A movement of parliamentarians who write laws and uphold public policy for the common good and 

the future well-being of our environmental heritage; 

- A movement of young people who have learned the value of self-discipline and social integrity. 

It is with this dream and the guidance and foresight of Dr. Sun Myung Moon and Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon that a 

series of projects have been initiated in recent years, under the auspices of the UPF - Universal Peace 

Federation, to promote meetings and seminars, both face-to-face and - in recent times - by the Internet, 

which have brought together thousands of world leaders in search of a culture of "Interdependence, Shared 

Prosperity and Universal Values". All this work has given rise, in addition to SUMMIT 2020, to countless 

meetings and seminars known as 'International Leadership Conferences' (ILCs). 

The idea at its base is simple: a better world can only be the result of a common and shared effort. 

In parallel to the above-mentioned meetings, since August 2020 a series of initiatives, also promoted by Dr. 

Hak Ja Han Moon, now known as the 'Mother of Peace' for her constant commitment to peace, have taken 

place the 'Rallies of Hope'.  

Since then, seven Rallies of Hope have been organised and broadcast on virtual platforms. The most recent 

Rally, held on September 12, 2021, was entirely dedicated to promoting paths of reconciliation to resolve the 

ongoing division between South and North Korea and defuse potential conflicts in North and South-East Asia. 

The latter Rally kicked off the 'THINK TANK 2022' project, a global multi-sectoral network of over two 

thousand experts from all different disciplines. 

These events involved and hosted high-profile speakers: representatives of politics, religions, education, 

communication, economics, art and culture from all over the world. They unanimously pledged that different 

nations would work together to overcome the consequences of Covid-19; that the nations they were 

representing would incorporate universally shared moral and spiritual values, and that UPF would play a key 

role in achieving these goals.  

Using state-of-the-art digital technology, each of the rallies enabled over one million people from more than 

194 countries around the world to be connected via the internet. Those events were also broadcast live on 



TV by some 70 television stations and on various social media apps. In this way the Rally reached tens of 

millions of people around the world. 

The Universal Peace Federation works with the intention of reaching the Promised Land of Peace. 

 

 

 

 


